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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 
of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945 


/^L'R  first  duty  in  presenting  this  Report  is  to 
record  onr  profound  thankfulness  that  the 
National  Institute  has  been  able  to  maintain  its 
services  to  the  blind  community  during  a struggle 
for  our  existence  as  a nation,  unprecedented  in  vast- 
ness, violence  and  peril.  Despite  the  dislocation  of 
all  social  service  by  the  inevitable  absorption  in  war 
work  of  all  but  a minority  of  the  population,  despite 
the  ruthlessness  of  an  enemy  who  brought  the  civilians 
of  our  towns  and  villages  within  the  front  line  of 
battle,  despite  shortages  of  labour  and  material  and 
other  innumerable  difficulties  attending  war  condi- 
tions, the  work  of  the  National  Institute  has  gone 
on  ; and  to-day,  when  victory  has  crowned  the  arms 
of  the  Allies  in  Europe,  the  Institute  stands  with  its 
organisation  intact  and  its  spirit  of  service  unabated, 
ready  not  only  to  resume  the  full  measure  of  its 
pre-war  activities,  but  to  apply  its  wartime  experience 
to  the  enlarged  opportunities  of  the  peace. 

The  Institute  has  not  come  scathless  through  the 
conflict.  W'e  deeply  regret  the  death  through  enemy 
action  of  members  of  our  staff  at  the  Southport  Sun- 
shine Home,  of  residents  at  Bannow,  St.  Leonards, 
and  of  several  blind  Home  Workers.  We  are  pro- 
foundly thankful  for  the  survival  of  others,  and 
particularly  that  though  the  Southport  Sunshine 
Home  was  completely  destroyed,  not  one  of  our 
babies  there  was  injured.  The  material  damage 
suffered  has  been  considerable  ; the  Southport  and 
St.  Leonards  Homes  have  to  be  rebuilt  ; our  branch 
offices  at  Liverpool  and  Exeter  were  destroyed.  On 
the  other  hand,  though  bombs  fell  all  round  our 
Headquarters,  it  escaped  all  damage  except  some 
broken  windows. 

To  our  supporters  in  these  trying  times  we  owe 
an  immense  debt  of  gratitude.  They  have  been 
unfailing  in  the  generosity  of  their  giving,  unfaltering 
in  loyal  service.  The  calls  on  their  purses  and  on  their 
time  have  been  many,  but  they  have  kept  warm  within 
their  hearts  their  friendship  for  the  blind,  proving  it 
in  many  ways,  from  the  munificent  donation  to  the 
saved  up  coins  contributed  to  our  funds,  from  the 
months  of  labour  devoted  to  some  abstruse  Braille 
transcription  for  a student  to  the  hours  spent  in 
reading  to  the  aged  and  taking  them  for  walks.  On 
behalf  of  the  blind  community,  we  offer  to  every  one 
of  these  many  friends  deep  and  sincere  thanks. 

THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY 

Before  describing  the  Institute's  work,  it  is  well 
to  remind  our  readers  of  its  scope.  Primarily,  it 


aims  to  serve  the  blind  people  of  this  country,  either 
directly  through  national  services  or  in  co-operation 
with  other  national,  regional  and  local  bodies.  Some 
idea  of  the  extent  of  this  service  and  of  the  diversity 
of  matters  which  lie  within  it  can  be  gained  from 
the  brief  facts  and  figures  concerning  the  blind 
community  appended  to  this  Report. 

The  N.I.B.  is  directed  by  a Council  representing 
all  branches  and  aspects  of  Blind  Welfare.  A glance 
at  its  constitution  given  in  detail  on  page  4,  will 
show  that  it  is  a body  fully  representative  not  only 
of  all  organisations  working  for  the  blind,  but  of  all 
organisations  formed  by  the  blind  themselves,  and 
of  the  Local  Authorities  throughout  the  country  who 
are  legally  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 
Another  point  to  be  noted  is  the  number  of  blind 
men  and  women  who  share  in  the  control  of  our 
national  work  for  the  blind. 

But  it  would  not  be  in  the  true  interests  of  the 
blind  people  of  this  country  if  the  Institute  confined 
its  activities  to  their  service  alone.  It  must  look 
beyond  them  to  the  blind  of  the  Empire,  and  beyond 
them  to  the  blind  of  the  world.  In  these  days  a 
national  service  with  a progressive  outlook  must  not 
be  merely  nationally  minded  or  even  imperially 
minded  ; it  must  be  internationally  minded.  In  a 
real  sense  there  is  a natural  community  of  the  blind 
overlapping  all  national  boundaries  ; in  all  countries 
the  blind  share  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  the  same 
handicap  ; they  should  also  share  all  efforts  towards 
its  amelioration  and  foster  the  good  fellowship  which 
assuredly  must  follow  mutually  sympathetic  and 
helpful  intercourse. 

During  the  war  the  friendly  relationships  between 
the  Institute  and  organisations  for  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  in  the  British  Empire  and  in  the  United  States 
of  America  have  been  maintained,  despite  the  impossi- 
bility of  personal  contacts  and  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  interchange  of  ideas  and  materials.  Now  that 
the  freedom  of  the  air  and  sea  in  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere has  been  secured,  we  look  forward  to  a resump- 
tion of  these  relationships  on  a much  bigger  scale. 
Moreover,  the  liberation  of  Europe  has  enabled  us  to 
make  plans  for  an  immediate  renewal  of  relationships 
with  our  friends  on  the  Continent  and  in  those  parts 
of  the  world  which  ha\"e  been  debarred  from  us  by 
war,  such  as  Russia,  China,  the  Middle  East,  and  ma.ny 
of  the  British  Colonies.  Later  in  this  Report  we  give 
some  particulars  of  the  preliminary  steps  we  ha\'c 


taken  in  renewing  our  tics  witli  tlie  Ijlintl  throughout 
tlie  world. 

THE  BLIND  AND  NATIONAL  INSURANCE 

Post-war  plans  for  Social  Security,  further  defined 
by  the  Government  during  the  year  as  National 
Insurance,  are  of  great  importance  to  the  blind. 
The  blind  have  benefited  greatly  by  the  Blind 
Persons  Acts,  but  it  is  not  their  desire  to  maintain 
a position  of  privilege  when  pro\'ision  on  a broad  and 
general  scale  is  being  made  for  all  persons  suffering 
from  economic  handicaps.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
particularly  our  concern  to  make  sure  that  the 
assistance  given  to  the  blind  shall  be  the  right  amount, 
and  given  in  the  right  way. 

We  were  not  wholly  satisfied  with  the  proposals 
made  in  the  Government’s  White  Paper,  and  to  obtain 
a consensus  of  views  of  all  those  engaged  in  Blind 
Welfare  we  invited  the  Regional  Bodies  to  ascertain 
the  views  of  their  constituent  members.  Reports 
furnished  by  them,  together  with  valuable  notes  and 
memoranda  from  other  organisations,  agreed  on  the 
necessity  of  putting  forward  a case  for  amending  the 
White  Paper,  and  early  this  year  a fullj^  repre- 
sentative deputation  waited  on  Sir  William  Jowitt, 
Minister  of  National  Insurance,  to  ]iresent  con- 
sidered resolutions.  Since  then,  political  uncertain- 
ty has  postponed  any  possibility  of  a response,  but 
we  hope  that  the  new  Parliament,  whatever  its 
political  comple.xion,  will  enact  a National  Handicap 
Pension  to  be  paid  to  all  blind  persons  out  of  national 
funds,  additional  to  earnings  or  insurance  benefits. 
The  pension  should  be  £1  a week  at  the  jiresent  cust 
of  living,  and  should  be  free  from  Means  Test.  The 
case  for  the  pension  rests  partly  on  the  same  basis 
as  that  of  the  augmentatioir  which  has  been  paid  for 
many  years  to  the  blind,  and  partly  on  the  fact  that 
life  is  more  expensive  foreveryblinci  person,  no  matter 
what  his  degree  or  occupation. 

EMPLOYMENT 

In  our  Reports  of  the  work  of  the  N.I.B.  for  the 
past  two  years,  we  called  attention  to  the  strikingly 
important  develoi)ments  of  employment  for  the  blind. 
When  the  war  against  Germany  ended  we  knew  of 
nearly  2,000  blind  men  and  women  working  in  fac- 
tories, side  by  side  with  the  seeing.  In  March,  1 94-1,  the 
Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act  became  law. 
In  our  last  Report  we  described  this  Act  as  a new 
charter  for  the  blind.  It  opens  for  the  blind,  as  to  all 
other  cla.s.scs  of  disabled  peoijlc,  prospects  of  becoming 
self-supporting  and  independent  citizens  to  a degree 
which,  prior  to  its  enactment,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered impossible  of  attainment. 

I he  transition  from  war  to  peace-time  economy 
will  be  a great  time  of  testing.  Every  clfort  must  be 
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made  to  consolidate  the  position  gained  for  the  blind 
during  the  war.  “ Pull  employment  ” has  a special 
meaning  for  us.  Never  again,  if  we  can  help  it,  will 
blind  persons  in  the  prime  of  life  be  relegated  almost 
automatically  to  the  class  of  unemployables,  nor 
shall  Blind  \\’elfare  be  content  to  regarcl  workshops 
for  the  blind,  “ sheltered  emploj'ment  undertakings  ” 
in  the  language  of  the  day,  as  the  main  or  only  sphere 
of  blind  industry. 

Five  Ways  to  Employment.-  In  thinking  out  the 
possibilities  and  policy  for  the  future,  we  have  been 
greatly  assisted  by  the  conclusitjus  reached  by  a 
conference  of  officials  of  Blind  Welfare  organisations, 
held  last  autumn  at  Broadway,  Worcestershire.  The 
conference  resnlted  from  a desire  to  ensure  that  the 
new  opportunities  open  to  the  blind  should  be  con- 
sidered without  prejudice  or  vested  interest.  It 
reached  gratifyingly  complete  agreement,  and  we 
have  been  glad  to  publish  its  report  under  the 
title  “ Five  Ways  to  Emploj-ment  for  the  Blind.” 

There  are  fi\-e  ways  open  or  now  opening  for  the 
blind,  three  of  them  in  sheltered  workshops  of  dif- 
ferent t3'pes,  the  other  two  in  the  field  of  open 
industry.  Briefly,  they  are  : — 

(i)  Handcraft  Workshops,  i.e.,  workshops  for  the 
blind  of  the  existing  type  providing  employment  for 
skilled  craftsmen. 

(ii)  Industrial  Workshops,  which  would  be  a new 
type  of  Workshop  for  the  Blind  with  no  marked  skill 
for  craftsmanship  engaged  on  standard  industrial 
operations. 

(iii)  Sheltered  Workshops,  under  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  in  which  the  blind  would 
be  emplo\'ed  side  by  side  with  other  handicapped 
people. 

(iv)  Open  Industry,  in  which  the  blind  would  be 
favoured  partly  by  the  proof  they  have  given  of  their 
capacity  during  the  war,  and  partly  by  the  pro\-isions 
of  the  new  Act. 

(v)  Efiiployinent  on  Own  Account,  a heading 
covering  a wide  range  of  independent  occupations 
not  specifically  assisted  by  the  Act,  but  likel\-  to  be 
encouraged  by  the  National  Handicap  Kmsion 
referred  to  above. 

Industrial  Placement.  -War-time  requirements  ha\  e 
led  to  a further  increase  in  our  Placement  Staff.  As 
the  Placement  Officers  are  partially  sighted  men, 
thev  are  able  to  assess  the  possibilities  and  oppor- 
tunities from  the  point  of  view  of  both  the  .seeing 
employer  and  the  blind  emjdo^-ee.  Their  work  includes, 
in  addition  to  actual  placements,  the  investigation 
of  new  fields  of  industrial  cmplo\-ment  in  local  areas 
and  also  on  a national  basis,  and  research  into 
mechanical  adaiitations  which  may  stabilise  jcjbs 
alread}'  undertaken  by  the  blind  or  open  to  them 
new  avenues  of  employment. 


Piston  drilling  (Automotive  Engineering 
Co..  Ltd.). 


Capstan  lathe  operations  (Marconi’s  Wireless 
Telegraph  Co.,  Ltd.). 

THE  BLIND  IN  INDUSTRY 


working  side  by  side  with  the  sighted 
on  peace-time  jobs 


Tube  bending  for  perambulators  (Lines 
Bros..  Ltd.). 


Cleaning  baking  tins  (Fuller's,  Ltd.). 


Operating  Hoffman  Press  (Walker's,  Dyers  and  Cleaners,  Ltd.). 


Operating  low  swing  machine  (Glacier  Metal  Co.,  Ltd.). 


Radio  Assembly  (Belling  & Lee  Ltd.). 


Placements  made  during  tlic  year,  in  direct 
co-wperatioii  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  local 
agencies  for  the  blind,  number  2(11.  Pre-eniinent 
amongst  them  has  been  the  reinstatement  of  newly- 
blind'  peoiile  in  their  old  employments.  Several 
linns  already  in  touch  with  oiir  Placement  Ofticers 
have  requested  them  to  examine  their  organisations 
in  view  of  sueh  reinstatements,  and  have  shown  a 
most  helpful  and  co-operative  attitude.  In  placing  a 
blind  worker,  the  main  object  has  been  to  secure 
work  which  will  be  permanent  and  not  purely  of  a 
war-time  character.  Reports  are  now  coming  in, 
confirming  what  were  previously  only  hopes,  that 
many  blind  workers  are  to  be  retained  on  peace-time 
staffs.  It  cannot  always  follow,  of  course,  that  a 
firm  will  have  vacancies  in  peace-time  production  for 
all  its  war-time  blind  workers,  especially  those  on 
low-grade  w^ork,  and  there  will  have  to  be  a certain 
amount  of  replacement.  This  is  one  reason  why  our 
Placement  Officers  are  concentrating  on  the  staple 
operations  of  peace-time  industry. 

Every  month  brings  additions  to  the  list  we  have 
already  issued  of  over  300  jobs  which  can  be  economic- 
ally performed  bv  the  blind.  Investigations  have  been 
carried  on  in  a’  rapidly  expanding  area,  including 
London  and  the  Home  Counties,  the  Eastern,  South- 
Eastern  and  Western  Counties,  Oxfordshire,  Bucks, 
Berks  and  Hampshire,  and  Swansea.  As  a result, 
many  new  processes  have  been  found  suitable  for 
the  blind  in  a wide  range  of  industries,  from  pottery 
and  wood-work  to  mass  miniature  radiography,  from 
the  manufacture  of  flower-pots  and  earthemvare  tiles 
to  the  making  of  jams  and  biscuits. 

The  approach  to  the  employer  is  always  along 
economic  lines.  There  is  no  appeal  to  S}anpathy. 
Indeed,  it  is  unnecessary.  Figures  prove  that  on  a 
number  of  machine  jobs  blind  workers  are  maintaining 
an  output  substantially  greater  than  that  of  normal 
seeing  operatives,  continuous  reports  being  received 
that  their  output  records  show  120%  and  133%  as 
against  the  sighted  100%. 

An  e.xample  of  what  is  being  done  to  help  blind 
workers  bj-  mechanical  adaptions  is  the  evolution 
of  a complete  range  of  precision  instruments  for  the 
use  of  the  blind  in  the  light  engineering  industry. 
With  valuable  assistance  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour, 
two  well-known  firms  of  precision  instrument  manu- 
facturers and  the  Dc  Havilland  Aircraft  Co.,  Ltd., 
the  Institute  has  devised  a number  of  instruments 
which  will  enable  blind  employees  in  engineering  to  per- 
form skilled  operations  of  inspection  and  manufacture. 
The  provision  of  these  instruments  is  a costly  undertak- 
ing, but  eminently  worth  w'hile  in  present  conditions. 

Hostel  for  Blind  Workers. — A development  of 
welfare  work  running  parallel  to  the  successful 
placement  of  the  blind  in  sighted  workshops  is 
illustrated  by  the  opening  of  a Residential  Hostel  for 
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Blind  Industrial  Employees  at  Wimbledon,  admims- 
tered  bv  the  Institute  in  co-operation  with  the 
Ministry  of  Labour.  It  accommodates  tw'enty-three 
residents,  men  or  women,  and  is  at  present  full 
hlveryonc  seems  to  have  settled  dowm  happily  and 
comfortably  in  this  pleasant  home,  where  all  are 
able  to  enjoy  fully  their  leisure  hours  at  little  cost. 

General  Employment  Problems.  -1  he  Placement 
Section  is  a part  of  our  Services  Department. 
Much  of  the  work  of  this  Department  bears  direct  y 
on  jiroblcms  of  cmploj-ment  and  training.  Newly 
blind  jieople  seek  its  ad\'ice  on  how  to  carry 
on  Ihcir  present  employments  or  fit  themsehes  for 
new  employments  ; professional  blind  people  ask  it 
to  find  openings  for  them  ; all  kinds  of  business 
matters,  from  the  investment  of  capital  to  the 
acquisition  of  capital,  from  questions  of  essential 
equipment  to  questions  of  adequate  clothing,  come 
within  its  scope.  Linancial  assistance  is  given  over 
a wide  field,  e.g.,  grants  to  cov'er  temporary  diffi- 
culties or  for  the  purchase  of  businesses  or  for 
advertising,  and  maintenance  grants  to  trainees  at 
our  Schools  of  Technical  or  Professional  Training. 

Training  of  Blind  Telephone  Operators.  Our  School 
of  Training  for  Blind  Telephone  Operators,  at 
Oldbury  Grange,  Bridgnorth,  Shropshire,  has  had 
a successful  year.  Thirty-one  trainees  have  com- 
pleted the  course,  which  embraces  switchboard 
operation,  taking  messages  and  directory  keeping, 
and  all  have  secured  posts  as  telephone  operators 
which  we  hope  will  be  permanent.  This  satisfactory 
result  is  largely  due  to  the  care  which  is  taken  in  the 
selection  of  suitable  candidates. 

Training  of  Blind  Physiotherapists.  —The  School  of 
Massage,  often  written  of  in  past  Reports,  has  in  the 
last  year  become  the  School  of  Physiotherapy,  as 
the  term  “massage”  no  longer  expresses  the  wide 
range  of  treatments,  ranging  from  electro-therapy  to 
medicinal  baths,  which  are  now  given  by  professional 
physiotherapists.  The  war  has  brought  about  great 
developments  in  the  general  conception  of  rehabilita- 
tion in  which  physiotherapy  plays  an  important 
part.  The  number  of  students  in  the  N.I.B.  School 
is  greater  than  at  any  previous  period  of  its  history, 
the  premises  have  been  enlarged  and  further  impor- 
tant dev'clopments  are  afoot.  Fifty  students  were  in 
training  at  one  time  during  the  past  year.  1 hey  were 
a nqiresentative  body  of  men  and  women — men 
blinded  on  active  .service,  blinded  civilians,  an  A.T.S. 
girl,  a Wren,  an  ex-nurse,  and  young  men  and  women 
from  Chorleywood  College  and  Worcester  College, 
The  Profession  of  Physiotherapy. — \i  the  end  of 
five  and  a half  years  of  war,  blind  physiotherapists 
are  busier  than  they  have  ever  been.  .\  large  number 
have  been  working  in  hospitals  and  public  clinics 
throughout  the  country,  and  many  others,  to  full 
capacity,  in  private  clinics.  With  the  increasing 
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THE  BLIND  PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Blind  Physiotherapist  giving  treatment  at  the  Eichholz  Clinic  with  thermo- 
statically controlled  wax  bath. 


Sister-in-Charge  supervising  an  electrical  treatment  given  by  a student  In  the 
Out-Patient  Clinic. 


An  Anatomy  Lecture  by  the  Blind  Principal  of  the  School  of  I'hysiotherapy. 


THE  BLIND  TELEPHONIST 

A skilled  Blind  Telephonist  supervising  a recently-trained  Operator  at 
Che  Institute's  switchboard  (four  lines  and  sixty  extensions). 


opportunities  afforded  by  the  Eichholz  Memorial 
Clinic,  and  the  Evening  Clinic,  the  work  and  skill  of 
blind  physiotherapists  arc  becoming  more  widclj’ 
known  and  a])]ircciatcd  by  the  medical  jn'ofession. 
It  is  no  unconnnon  occurrence  for  a patient  to  say 
that  when  the  doctor  recommended  massage  or  other 
jiliysical  treatment,  he  had  added,  “ And  go  along 
to'Cii'cat  Portland  Street,  yon  will  get  really  pod 
massage  there.”  During  the  year,  7,!)51  patients 
attended  the  Evening  Clinic,  and  12,587  treatments 
were  carried  out  ; in  the  Eichholz  Clinic,  5,197 
patients  attended,  and  ll,8()ti  treatments  were  given. 

The  Professional  Blind. — The  blind  have,  of 
course,  made  their  mark  in  other  professions  besides 
phvsiotherapy.  In  music,  in  the  law,  in  the  Church, 
as  teachers,  lecturers  and  administrators,  the  blind 
have,  in  terms  of  achievement,  competed  successfully 
with  the  seeing.  The  Institute  does  all  in  its  power 
to  assist  them  in  their  work.  The  blind  musician 
depends  on  us  for  his  music  ; at  short  notice,  the 
need  of  the  organist  for  a special  anthem,  the  need 
of  the  bandsman  for  a special  dance,  must  be  met. 
The  blind  musician,  the  blind  physiotherapist,  the 
blind  clergjTuan — each  has  his  own  professional 
journal  published  regularly  in  Braille,  and  we  have 
formed  special  collections  of  Braille  books  on  law, 
on  theology  and  on  physiotherapy  and  of  Braille 
musical  works,  for  the  free  use  of  professional  blind 
men  and  women.  A main  function  of  our  i\Ianuscript 
Department  is  to  cater  for  their  needs,  and  in  addition 
to  books,  it  transcribes  and  circulates  professional 
publications,  lectures  and  notes  for  lawyers  and 
teachers,  papers  for  solicitors,  and  so  forth.  A blind 
clergyman  writes  : ‘‘  I have  never  met  with  more 
kindly  consideration  and  promptness.” 

We  are  ready  to  assist  financially  in  the  establish- 
ment of  blind  persons  in  professional  life  in  all 
cases  where  the  assistance  involves  expenditure 
outside  the  resources  of  the  responsible  school  or 
training  establishment. 

In  order  to  helj)  blind  journalists  and  writers  we 
have  established  a Literary  Agency  Service  which 
will  try  to  find  suitable  markets  for  approved  manus- 
cripts and  advise  literary  aspirants  on  the  techni- 
calities of  presentation. 

Blind  music  teachers  have  many  problems  to  face, 
and  in  order  to  help  towards  their  solution  our  Music 
Sub-Committee  asked  a number  of  its  members,  all 
distinguished  blind  musicians,  to  collaborate  in 
writing  a book  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Edward  Isaacs 
has  written  the  section  on  the  piano,  Mr.  Sinclair 
Logan  has  contributed  the  section  on  singing  and 
class  training,  Mr.  J.  Eric  Hunt,  the  chapter  on  the 
organ  and  church  choir  training,  and  Dr.  E.  Whit- 
field, one  on  the  blind  violin  teacher.  We  shall 
shortly  jjublish  this  work  under  the  title  " A Hand- 
book for  Blind  Teachers  of  Music.” 


We  run  Employment  Bureaux  for  blind  \’ocalists 
and  inslrumcntalists  and  for  blind  piano  tuners.  In 
our  own  work,  we  employ  blind  administrators,  blind 
teachers,  blind  organisers,  blind  shorthand-typists, 
blind  telephonists,  blind  transcribers,  blind  proof- 
readers ; and  our  five  " Blintraders  ” Kiosks  in 
London  hav'e,  despite  the  adverse  conditions,  been 
successfully  run  as  trading  concerns  throughout  the 
war  by  blind  salesmen. 

Blind  Home  Workers.  -We  have  continued  to  be 
responsible  for  the  industrial  welfare  of  300  blind 
home  workers  resident  in  the  five  South-Eastern 
Counties,  including  basket-makers,  mat-makers,  brush- 
makers,  chair-seaters,  boot-repairers,  knitters,  piano- 
tuners,  music-teachers,  etc.  Many  of  these  skilled 
craftsmen  have  been  engaged  on  Government  contracts 
and  took  a large  part  in  the  manufacture  of  airborne 
panniers  for  the  supply  of  front-line  troops.  Sales  of 
their  products  by  our  selling  organisation,  quite  apart 
from  their  own  private  sales,  amounted  in  value  to 
well  over  £'20,()(K)  during  the  year,  and  orders  recei\-ed 
have  been  far  in  excess  of  present  productive  capacity. 

In  this  vulnerable  area,  many  of  the  workers  have 
had  to  carry  on  in  great  danger,  especially  during 
the  period  under  review,  when  they  came  under 
heavy  VI  and  V2  fire.  Owing  to  enemy  action, 
over  fifty  of  them  were  obliged  to  leave  their  damaged 
or  destro3'ed  homes.  Almost  the  last  V2  fired  killed 
two  of  our  blind  home  workers  at  Woolwich.  A 
number  of  home  workers  who  were  evacuated  from 
this  area  in  the  early  daj^s  of  the  war  are  now  return- 
ing, and  will,  of  course,  be  readmitted  to  our  Home 
Workers’  Scheme. 

EDUCATION 

Last  3'ear  we  reported  the  steps  we  had  taken,  in 
conjunction  with  other  organisations  concerned  with 
Special  Schools,  to  ensure  that  the  enlightened  polic}^ 
embodied  in  the  new  Education  Act  should  be  brought 
to  bear  in  full  force  on  schools  for  the  blind.  A point 
which  we  stronglj’’  pressed  was  the  appointment  of 
an  Advisorv  Committee  to  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  Handicapped  Children,  and  on  Sth  Februarv,  1945, 
Mr.  Butler  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  such 
a Committee  had  been  appointed,  under  the  Chair- 
manship of  Mr.  F.  Messer,  M.P.  This  is  most  gratify- 
fying,  especially'  as  Mr.  Messer  is  a member  of  our 
Council,  and  did  much  to  further  the  interests  of 
handicapped  children  during  the  passage  of  the 
Education  Bill  through  Parliament.  The  Regulations 
in  respect  of  handicapped  children  have  also  been 
issued.  These  make  it  compulsory  for  everv  blind 
child  to  be  educated  in  a Special  School,  which  shall 
be  a boarding  school  but  open  to  day'  pupils  resident 
in  the  vicinity-'.  Children  severely'  handicapped  by 
jiartial  sight  must  also  be  educated  in  Special  Schools. 
Less  severely  handicapped  children  will  be  given 
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“.s])ccial  educational  treatment  ” in  ordinary  schools. 
Otiior  Keyulations  deal  with  the  standard  size  of 
scliools,  tlic  limitation  of  class-nnmbcrs,  the  organisa- 
tion of  Special  Schools  not  maintained  by  Local 
lulncation  Authorities,  the  interchange  of  medical 
and  educational  records,  the  pnwision  of  grants  for 
maintenance  and  imi)rovcmcnts  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  new  schools,  etc.  The  Medical  l^ranch  of  the 
IMiihstry  will  continue  to  deal  with  Special  Schools, 
which  include  onr  Nursery  Schools. 

Sunshine  Homes  and  Nursery  Schools. — W'e  now 
have  four  Nursery  Schools  for  IMind  Children  and 
one  N'nrserv  Home  for  Blind  Toddlers.  In  July, 
11144,  when  the  V bombs  were  Imrtling  over  Southern 
England,  the  Government  decided  to  move  the  East 
Grinstcad  School  to  a .safer  area,  and  within  forty-four 
hours  a hou.sehold  of  nearly  fifty — thirty-one  babies 
and  their  staff,  much  furniture  and  the  cat — were 
remo\^ed  150  miles  to  an  empty  house  near  Worcester. 
The  officials  of  the  Jlinistry  of  Health  Regional  Office, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Education,  conspired  with 
Worcester  W.V.S.  under  Ladj^  Beauchamp,  and  the 
N.E.S.,  to  make  the  house  habitable  and  the  journey 
tolerable,  and  though  evacuation  quarters  could  not 
possibh'  provide  the  amenities  and  facilities  of  their 
own  Sunshine  Home,  the  babies’  staj^  in  \\’orcester- 
shire  left  most  happy  memories. 

We  previously  recorded  the  reception  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Blackett-drd  of  M'hitfield  Hall,  near  He.xham, 
of  the  babies  from  our  nursery  school  at  Southport, 
which  was  destroyed  b}'  enemy  action  in  1941.  We 
are  planning  to  build  a new  Sunshine  House  at 
Southport  on  the  most  modern  nursery  school  lines, 
but  that  will  take  time,  and  as  we  could  not  impose 
ourselves  indefinite!}'  on  the  kindness  of  iMr.  and 
Mrs.  Blackett-Ord,  to  whom  we  are  immensely 
indebted,  we  are  fortunate  to  be  allowed  the  tem- 
porar}’  tenancy  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Nursery 
School  Association’s  holiday  school  at  Haydon 
Bridge,  not  many  miles  from  Whitfield  Hall.  The 
fourth  Nursery  School  at  Northwood  was  officially 
opened  on  June  14th,  1944,  by  Mr.  B.  de  N.  Cruger, 
President  of  the  British  War  Relief  Society  of  America, 
for  whose  unfailing  sympathy  and  genero.sity  we — 
with  many  other  British  charities — are  deeply  grateful. 
1 he  Nursery  Home,  for  children  under  three  years  of 
age,  is  now  well  established  in  Northampton  and,  like 
the  Nursery  Schools,  is  a place  of  delight  and 
encouragement. 

We  could  fill  pages  with  lively  anecdotes  of  what 
the  blind  little  ones  at  our  Nursery  Schools  do  and 
say,  each  story  showing  that  blindness  is  no  bar  to 
the  natural  charm,  quick  wit  and  sparkling  vivacity 
of  childhood,  but  perhaps  a better  way  of  conveying 
a vivid  impression  of  life  at  the  Nursery  Schools  is 
through  pictures.  If  you  study  the  snapshots  in  this 
Report  we  think  you  will  be  convinced  that  these 

Pa^e  12 


children  are  being  given  all  that  alfcetion  and  e.\i)crt 
knowledge  can  give  them.  They  cannot  be  gi\'en  sight 
but  they  can  Ije  given  almost  everything  else — the 
good  food  and  pure  air  that  build  tbeir  bodies,  the 
constant  care  and  patient  instruction  that  build  their 
minds,  and,  above  all,  the  golden  atmosphere  of  a 
happy  home  that  can  cast  its  afterglow  through  all 
the  years  of  their  lives. 

Much  of  the  training  of  children  deprived  of  sight, 
the  great  source  of  mental  development  in  infancy, 
must  be  e.xpcrimental  but  it  has  to  be  given  by 
experienced  teachers,  constantly  watching  and  mark- 
ing the  individual  reactions,  inexhaustibly  ready 
with  adaptations  of  method,  always  one  step  in 
advance,  as  it  were,  of  every  movement  in  each 
child’s  mind.  Special  attention  has  been  given  this 
year  to  speech  training,  and  Speech  Therapists  have 
been  appointed  to  give  courses  at  tbe  Schools. 

How  the  year  has  passed  at  the  Home  for  Blind 
Toddlers  may  best  be  told  in  a verse  of  a chapter  of 
its  Chronicles  : — 

" Seventeen  blind  babies  in  a house,  in  a garden, 
in  the  middle  of  England,  with  no  shortage  of  food, 
no  bombs,  no  Vis,  no  V2s,  no  epidemics,  no  real 
sickness  amongst  babies  or  staff,  during  a }’ear  of 
the  World  War,  beginning  with  the  baptism  of  .Ann 
Elorence  and  ending  with  the  baptism  of  our  youngest 
baby — Lesley,  a tiny,  lovely  girl.” 

Court  Grange  School. — Progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year  in  defining  the  type  of  retarded  blind 
children  whom  Court  Grange  can  best  serve. 

The  remarkable  ability  which  many  of  the  children 
have  shown  in  music — they  have  taken  141  certificates 
from  the  .Associated  Board  since  1932 — is  a valuable 
factor  in  the  general  development  of  their  faculties, 
as  their  success  in  this  direction  gives  them  the  self- 
respect  which  spurs  them  towards  success  in  other 
directions. 

Here  are  two  typical  examples  of  the  results  of 
.specialised  education.  A boy  who  before  admission 
had  been  classified  by  a doctor  as  mentally  deficient, 
played  in  a piano  duet  with  another  pupil  at  two 
juiblic  concerts  at  Hastings  last  Easter.  .\  boy 
admitted  last  term  had  a mental  peculiarit\-  which 
caused  him  to  behave  like  a deaf  mute  ; he  now  talks 
to  ever}'body  and  is  full  of  fun  and  mischief. 

We  have  plans  in  hand  for  further  developments  in 
the  facilities  of  the  School,  and  also  for  establishing 
another  School  for  Retarded  Blind  Children  in  the 
North  of  England. 

Epileptic  Blind  Children.— Up  to  a few  }ears  ago 
no  provision  was  made  for  blind  children  who  suffered 
from  epilepsy.  The  number  is  small,  but  their  need 
for  education  with  skilled  attention  is  great.  We 
are  grateful  to  the  National  Society  for  Epileptics 
for  recei\'ing  blind  epileptic  children  at  its  Colony, 


CHORLEYWOOD 

COLLEGE 


The  Blind  Girls  at  this 
School,  sec  in  spacious  and 
lovely  grounds,  are  equally 
at  home  in  the  chemical 
laboratory  and  the  swimming 
pool. 


nJiSlililiiLa 

Chalfonl  St.  Ciiles.  Wc  provide  a .specialised  teaclicr 
for  Braille  and  other  class  subjects,  and  the  children 
t-njo\-  the  general  activities  of  the  Colon}-. 

Chorleywood  College.  -Onr  Public  School  for  Girls 
has  in  the  last  \ear  reached  record  mnnbers.  Plans 
for  ailding  a gymnasium,  stage  for  dramatic  work, 
further  classrooms,  dormitories  and  dayrooms,  are 
prcjiared  and  waiting  only  for  the  building  situation 
to  be  etised.  The  Preparatory  Department  will  in 
due  course  be  merged  in  Whittington  Hall  at  Worces- 
ter, so  that  all  the  premises  at  Chorle\'wood  ma\-  be 
used  for  the  older  girls. 

Hiss  Phyllis  Monk,  Headmistress  of  the  College 
since  its  inception,  reliiKpiished  her  post  last  Christ- 
mas on  reaching  retiring  age.  At  a luncheon  given 
to  her  by  the  Governors,  Mr.  J.  H.  Batty,  the  donor 
of  the  beautiful  house  and  grounds,  spoke  most 
warmly  of  her  work  and  the  tradition  she  had  built 
up.  Mr.  W.  McG.  Eagar,  Clerk  to  the  Govenors, 
said  that  the  College  had  blazed  a trail  in  the  educa- 
tion of  blind  girls — there  was  no  similar  school 
anywhere  else  in  the  world — and  Miss  Monk,  in  her 
reply,  gave  the  reason  of  its  success  : “ Every  blind 
child  was  treated  as  an  individual.” 

idiss  1).  A.  iilcHugh,  B.A.,  M.Sc.,  formerly  Senior 
Mistress  of  Copthall  County  School,  Mill  Hill,  has 
been  appointed  Headmistress. 

Worcester  College. — The  numbers  at  Worcester 
College,  the  Public  School  hrr  Boys,  have  also  reached 
a high-water  mark  and,  facing  the  difficulties  of 
adding  further  to  the  present  buildings,  the  N.I.B.  has 
purchased  the  adjoining  property,  Whittington  Hall. 
The  land,  seventeen  acres  in  e.xtent,  is  necessary  to 
protect  the  College  from  encroachment  and  for 
certain  school  activities.  The  house,  as  soon  as 
possession  can  be  obtained  from  the  War  Office,  is 
to  become  a Preparatory  School  for  boys  and  girls 
of  0 to  11-12  years  of  age. 

Of  the  bo}’s  who  have  left  during  the  3'ear,  one  is 
reading  Law  at  O.xford,  one  has  taken  articles  with 
a firm  of  solicitors,  two  have  entered  our  School  of 
Physiotherapy,  two  have  been  trained  at  our  Head- 
quarters prior  to  seeking  employment  in  Local 
Government  Offices,  one  is  training  for  organ-building, 
and  one  for  market  gardening.  A boy  who  is  leaving 
this  term  has  been  awarded  the  Barker  Exhibition 
at  Queen’s  College,  Oxford. 

The  College  has  been  greatly  helped  by  several 
local  residents  who  have  acted  as  “ readers  ” to  the 
senior  boys. 

School  Books. — Modern-minded  schools  need  a 
great  variety  of  up-to-date  books  for  class  reading 
and  reference.  The  N.I.B.  has  in  past  years  been 
advised  on  the  choice' of  books  for  schools  by  an 
Educational  Books  Sub-Committee,  but  the  adjust- 
ment of  supply  to  demand  has  continued  to  be 
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difficult.  The  co-opcratioii  of  the  College  of  Teachers 
of  the  Blind  has  now  been  obtained,  and  as  soon 
as  an  adequate  supirly  of  paper  and  labour  can  be 
ensured,  we  plan  to  produce  a much  larger  number 
of  school  books  ordered  in  advance  by  schools  of  all 
types.  We  aim  both  at  eliminating  waste  and  at 
meeting  the  full  requirements  of  education.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Ministry  of  Education,  under  the 
powers  given  it  in  the  new  Education  Act,  will  make 
a grant  so  that  Schools  for  the  Blind  may  in  future 
be  adequately  equipped  in  this  matter. 

Students’  Library. — The  production  of  manuscript 
Braille  copies  of  books  for  blind  students  has  been 
full}'  maintained  throughout  the  war.  Single  copies 
of  books  do  not  consume  much  paper,  and  there  arc 
few  labour  difficulties,  as  the  transcription  of  the 
books  into  Braille  is  done  by  a splendid  band  of 
voluntary  writers  who  have  not  permitted  the  war 
to  interfere  with  their  devoted  and  unstinted  service. 
-Vt  the  rate  of  about  (idO  volumes  a year,  they  have 
continued  to  build  up  a library  which  now  amounts 
to  more  than  25,000  volumes,  of  which  the  majoritv 
have  been  brailled  to  meet  specific  individual  needs. 
Braille  is  not  easy  to  master,  and  when  it  is  mastered, 
the  e.xact  transcription  of  works  such  as  Keeton's 
“ Law  of  Trusts,”  Dawes  and  Hicks’  " Philosophical 
Basis  of  Theism,”  Chamberlain’s  ‘‘  Monopolistic 
Competition,”  Hobbes’  “Leviathan,”  or  the  original 
texts  of  Tacitus,  Livy  and  Cicero — to  name  but  a 
few  of  the  recent  additions — needs  hours  of  intense 
concentration.  But  the  writers  get  their  reward. 
When  we  find  in  letters  such  phrases  as  “ What 
little  success  I have  been  able  to  achieve  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  without  your  continued  and 
invaluable  assistance,”  or  “ I have  an  awful  lot  to 
be  grateful  to  you  for,  and  the  transcription  is  of 
such  a nature  that  it  is  a positive  pleasure  to  read  the 
Braille  itself,”  we  are  able  to  assure  our  volunteers 
that  not  an  hour  of  their  labours  has  been  wasted. 
And  that  is  all  the  reward  they  ask  for. 

With  such  a magnificent  record  of  service  behind 
them,  this  band  of  workers  is  well  equipped  for  the 
formidable  tasks  which  await  them  and  the  pro- 
fessional blind  readers  and  writers  attached  to  the 
Department.  M'ith  the  Department’s  forthcoming 
return  from  Bournemouth  to  London,  we  are  planning 
an  enlargement  of  its  facilities,  as  its  service  grows 
ever  more  essential  to  the  young  blind  people  of 
to-day,  who,  in  .so  many  new  directions,  are  breaking 
into  the  professions  and  showing  such  a divcrsit\-  of 
cultural  interest. 

HOMES  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Queen  Elizabeth  Homes  of  Recovery. — \\q  arc 

most  happy  to  report  that  the  arrangements  we  made 
early  in  the  war  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  civilian 
war-blinded  proved  more  tlian  adequate.  Our  Presi- 


HOMES 
FOR  THE 
BLIND 

At  the  Scar- 
borough and 
Ventnor  Homes, 
as  at  all  the  In- 
stitute’s Homes 
the  Blind  enjoy 
peace.  rest, 
recreation  and 
complete  free- 
dom of  move- 
ment. 


dent's  luniu',  l-oiiK  Meadow,  Goring-ou- 1 lianies, 
America  l-odge,  'I'oniuaj-,  and  Oldbury  Grange, 
l-iridgnortli,  fnlly  sufficed  to  provide  aini)le  accommo- 
dation for  the  niercifully  small  number  of  blinded 
casualties.  The  total  luimber  of  civilians  in  this 
country  known  to  have  been  blinded  by  enemy  action 
is  212  (So  women,  !»!)  men,  IS  boys,  3 girls,  7 infants), 
and  of  these,  125  have  been  or  are  being  cared  for 
at  our  Homes  of  Recovery,  while  all  the  infants  have 
been  admitted  to  our  Sunshine  Homes.  Generally 
speaking,  the  results  of  the  careful  scheme  of  rehabili- 
tation have  been  c.xcellent.  There  have  been  .several 
difficult  cases  in  which  the  mental  and  physical 
shock  suffered  by  the  patients  added  considerably 
to  the  task  of  training  them  to  recover  their  stability 
and  teaching  them  the  means  of  overcoming  blind- 
ness, but  the  courage  and  perseverance  of  the  pupils 
of  all  ages  and  from  many  different  walks  of  life, 
and  the  skill  and  patience  of  the  instructors,  have 
been  equally  worthy  of  all  praise. 

Flying-bombs  and  rockets  caused  an  influx  of 
patients  during  the  year.  A young  metallurgist, 
blinded  at  his  work,  has  shown  great  ingenuity  in 
constructing  an  apparatus  of  his  own  invention  which 
magnifies  printed  matter  for  the  use  of  the  partially 
sighted.  Two  of  the  residents  at  Long  Meadow  were 
repatriated  by  the  F'rench  Red  Cross.  One  was  a 
dressmaker  from  Calvados,  blinded  by  a shell  in 
1044  ; although  she  could  not  speak  English  she  soon 
learnt  Braille  and  typing.  The  other  was  a mason 
by  trade  who,  serving  with  the  F.F'.L,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Germans  and  injured  by  a bomb  ; 
wonderfully  adaptable  with  his  hands,  he  has  easily 
mastered  netting  and  basketwork. 

A past  resident  at  America  Lodge,  who  spent  nine 
months  there  after  being  blinded  in  1941,  and  is  now 
back  at  his  old  job  in  the  Midland  Bank,  visited  the 
Home  recently  with  some  of  his  friends,  and  presented 
to  the  Home  a beautiful  radio  set  in  recognition  of 
the  benefit  he  had  received  there.  It  was  a happy 
reunion. 

Residential  and  Holiday  Homes.  —.At  the  beginning 
of  this  year  we  were  able  to  open  Arno,  the  furnished 
house  at  A^entnor,  Isle  of  Wight,  bequeathed  to  us 
in  1040  by  the  late  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher,  as  a Home 
of  Rest  for  blind  people  of  the  professional  classes. 
It  has  seven  bed-sitting-rooms  to  accommodate  single 
persons  or  married  couples,  and  there  is  a spare  room 
for  holiday  guests.  Most  of  the  present  residents 
are  war-blinded  people  who  have  passed  through  our 
Homes  of  Recovery. 

Our  Homes  at  Totteridge  and  Scarborough  have 
recei\-ed  some  holiday  guests,  but  have  mainly 
accommodated,  as  residents,  people  who  have  been 
bombed  out  or  for  other  reasons  have  had  to  leave 
their  own  homes.  It  is  really  a great  j^rivilege  to 
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help  these  blind  ])eoplc,  as  the\’  constantly  show  a 
desire  to  helj)  others.  For  instance,  at  Scarborough, 
within  the  past  twelve  months,  the  blind  residents 
have  collectively  contributed,  apart  from  many 
personal  gifts,  a sum  of  £!()  to  charities,  have  sent 
more  than  3,000  cigarettes  to  the  troops  o\'er.scas, 
and  by  throwing  open  the  comfort  of  their  lounge 
one  evening  a week  to  members  of  11. .M.  Forces,  have 
entertained  over  1,000  men  and  women.  Many  of 
the  outings  planned  last  summer  for  the  people  at 
Totteridge  had  to  be  abandoned,  but  visits  to 
Hampton  Court  and  Whipsnade  were  great  successes. 

Life  at  our  Homes  for  Blind  Women  at  Hove  and 
Leamington  and  for  the  Deaf-Blind  at  Harrogate 
has  continued  (puetly  and  happily. 

Daring  the  year  a small  house  at  Ncw<]uay  was 
left  to  the  Institute  by  Miss  S.  .A.  Davy.  .As  it  was 
too  small  to  be  used  as  a Home,  it  has  been  rente;! 
to  a blind  man,  and  is  being  used  by  him  as  a small 
guest  house  for  both  blind  and  sighted  visitors.  1 his 
is  an  interesting  innovation  which  might  usefully  be 
developed. 

EMBOSSED  LITERATURE  AND  MUSIC 

Throughout  the  war  the  publication  of  embossed 
literature  and  music  has  been  severely  handicapped 
by  the  strict  rationing  of  paper  and  the  shortage  of 
materials  and  labour.  Nevertheless,  we  have  main- 
tained a steady  supply  of  reprints  of  all  essential 
books  and  music,  published  several  hundreds  of  new 
titles,  prepared  the  plates  of  over  100  new  literary 
works,  continued  the  monthly  series  of  Panda  books, 
comprising  topical  literature  and  current  fiction,  and 
all  annual  publications,  such  as  almanacs  and  calen- 
dars, published  a series  of  war  maps  covering  the 
major  fields  of  operations,  and  regularly  issued 
twenty-five  weekly,  monthly  and  quarterly  periodicals. 

The  year’s  production  of  embossed  publications 
was  as  follows  : — 

Br.ville. — Books:  30,333  volumes,  11,320  pam- 
phlets. Periodicals  : 309,500  newspapers  and  snpple- 
ments,  124,4(i(i  magazines  and  supplements.  Music  : 
734  volumes,  3,071  pamphlets  (sheet  music).  Metal 
plates  embossed:  Books  and  periodicals,  7,512; 
Music,  272. 

Moon. — Books  : 2,804  volumes,  8,050  pamphlets 
and  cards.  Periodicals:  21,694  newspapers,  7,095 
magazines.  Pages  of  t^'pe  set  up,  4,817. 

Braille  Books  and  Music. — The  blind  reader  is 
now  beginning  to  reap  benefit  from  the  plates  which 
we  accumulated  during  the  war  to  await  the  earliest 
opportunity  for  publication.  During  recent  months 
we  have  been  able  to  place  in  his  hands  such  excellent 
works  as  John  Masefield's  “ Nine  Days’  AA’onder,” 
Ramsay  Muir's  " Civilisation  and  Liberty,"  the 


Tales  of  Tchchov,  Margaret  Irwin’s  ” Oav  (lalliard,” 
Cecil  Roberts’  " And  so  to  Batli,”  Dapline  du  Manricr’s 
" Frencliman’s  Creek,”  and  Jolni  Galswortliy’s  ” Fnd 
of  the  Cha[)ter.”  In  addition,  we  liave  issued  several 
current  ])iibIications  of  particular  interest  to  lilind 
people,  such  as  the  White  Paper  on  Social  Insurance, 
the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  and  a 
Pocket  Braille  Vocabulary.  In  the  Panda  Series — the 
Penguins  of  the  Blind  World — we  have  published, 
amongst  other  books,  " Sad  Cypress,”  by  Agatha 
Christie,  ” The  Edge  of  the  Abyss  ” by  Alfred  Noyes, 
" The  Sea  Tower  ” by  Hugh  V'alpole,  ” Target  : 
Germany,”  “ Britain’s  Brain  Trust  ” by  Howard 
Thomas,  and  " The  Road  to  Serfdom  ” by  F.  A. 
Hayek.  Tbe  demand  for  a projected  new  series  of 
books  on  current  affairs  was  tested  by  the  issue  of 
a limited  edition  of  ” Remobilisation  for  Peace  ” by 
Sir  Ronald  Davidson,  and  the  result  justifies  us  in 
proceeding  with  the  plan.  New  Music  publications 
met  the  urgent  needs  of  blind  organists,  pianists, 
vocalists,  dance  players  and  other  instrumentalists, 
and  covered  the  needs  for  examination  music  in  all 
grades. 

Moon  Books. — Shortage  of  staff  has  forced  ns  to 
reduce  the  output  of  Moon  books,  but  tbe  sale  during 
tbe  year  of  (>7!)  copies  of  ” Moon  Exercises  for 
Beginners,”  following  an  average  yearly  sale  of  .700 
copies  for  a number  of  years,  proves  that  an  increas- 
ing demand  for  Moon  books  must  be  met.  Publica- 
tions of  the  year  included  Dickens’  ” Great  Expecta- 
tions,” Ambler’s  ” Journey  into  Fear,”  F'ederova’s 
" The  Family,”  and  a wartime  Cookery  Book,  and 
large  orders  from  libraries  for  a replenishment  of 
stocks  have  been  dealt  with.  Considerable  quantities 
of  the  Moon  edition  of  the  Bible  have  been  sent  to  the 
United  States. 

Periodicals.  —Our  embossed  periodicals  have  a 
fairly  wide  range.  They  include  two  weekly  new.s- 
papers,  Braille  editions  of  the  “ National  News- 
Letter,”  “ The  Radio  Times  ” and  “ World  Digest,” 
three  general  monthly  magazines,  two  magazines  for 
the  deaf-blind,  a chess  magazine,  a magazine  for 
schools,  two  devotional  magazines,  the  profe.ssional 
journals  we  have  already  mentioned  and  various 
journals  we  publish  for  other  bodies.  W’e  recognise 
the  need,  however,  for  more  periodicals,  and  directly 
conditions  permit  we  shall  embark  on  a policy  of 
enlargement  of  existing  periodicals  and  extension  of 
their  number.  We  hope  to  revive  the  Braille  edition 
of  " Punch  ’ and  to  publish  a Braille  edition  of  our 
letterpress  magazine  " The  New  Beacon,”  the  organ 
of  Blind  Welfare.  Other  proposals  under  considera- 
tion are  a paper  devoted  to  literature  and  the  arts, 
a " Home  ” journal,  an  edition  of  “ The  Listener,” 
a journal  of  handicrafts,  a newspaper  for  the  deaf- 
blind,  and  the  issue,  in  periodical  parts,  of  a Braille 
Encyclopedia. 


APPARATUS 

Talking  Books.  .Although  Talking  Book  research 
and  dev'clopment  have  not  been  |)ossible  under  war 
conditions,  we  have  been  able  to  expand  the  .service 
to  some  extent  while  maintaining  the  library  at 
full  strength.  Nincty-fonr  new  machines  liave  been 
issued  during  the  year,  and  102  second-hand  models 
ha\'e  been  repurchased,  reconditioned  and  sent  out 
again.  There  are  now  over  1 ,000  members  of  the 
Talking  Book  Librarv,  but  there  are  still  over  .700 
blind  people  awaiting  machines.  Despite  innumerable 
difficulties  reader-listeners  have  been  kept  w'ell 
snpjdied  wdth  books  ; .‘I7,40:{  record  containers  (equi- 
valent to  volumes)  were  despatched  during  the 
year — the  largest  number  yet  circulated.  New'  book 
production  was  rather  set  back  by  difficulties  at  the 
Sound  Recording  Studio,  due  in  part  to  the  flying 
bombs,  but  production  is  now  catching  up  again,  and 
the  grant  of  5,000  dollars’  worth  of  American  Talking 
Books  by  the  British  War  Relief  Society  of  America 
has  greatly  helped  us  to  bridge  the  temporary  gap  in 
our  own  production. 

General  Apparatus.  -The  year  under  review  has 
been  more  satisfactory  than  the  tw'o  preceding  years. 
.Although  we  have  had  to  delete  a few'  items  from  onr 
Apparatus  List  because  w'e  could  not  renew'  stocks 
and  have  had  slightly  to  increase  the  prices  of  other 
items  owing  to  higher  production  costs,  generally 
speaking  supplies  have  exceeded  expectations,  largely 
ow'ing  to  the  sympathetic  consideration  of  the 
Government  Departments  concerned  with  permits 
and  licences. 

More  than  1,000  alarm  clocks  have  been  adapted 
and  supplied  to  blind  people  engaged  on  national 
work.  More  than  1,000  sets  of  dominoes  and  thousands 
of  packs  of  embossed  plajnng  cards  have  been  supplied, 
many  to  w'ar-blinded  people.  Portable  typewriters, 
chess  and  draughts,  needles,  watches  and  other 
appliances  for  the  blind  have  been  .supplied,  although 
the  majority  of  these  items  arc  unobtainable  by  the 
seeing. 

Some  delay  in  supply  has  been  inevitable,  but  one 
customer  at  any  rate  w'as  able  to  w'rite,  ” Never 
once  during  the  whole  war  have  I been  asked  to  w'ait 
for  anything  by  the  N.I.B.”  .A  blind,  deaf  and  dumb 
customer  said  that  thanks  to  the  service  and  apparatus 
supplied  by  the  N.I.B.  he  w'as  ” keeping  his  end  up,” 
and  was  able  to  “ keep  smiling  ” throughout  the  years 
of  w'ar — adding  " ancl  I hope  the  N.I.B.  has  managed 
to  escape  the  attentions  of  the  Fuehrer.” 

But  this  is  not  all  the  story.  \A  e have  also  pro- 
duced several  new  appliances  during  the  year, 
including  a paper  brake  for  blind  typists,  a d nnino 
maker,  the  game  of  Reversi,  an  improved  .shorthand 
paper  guide,  and  an  impro\-ed  carpenter’s  level.  In 
producing  these  new  appliances,  we  ow'e  much  to  the 
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inf^cmiity  and  untiring  zeal  of  our  Acting  Chairman, 
Mr.  I Icnry  j.  Wagg. 

We  have  done  our  best,  too,  to  meet  wliat  we  may 
call  extraordinary  needs,  h'or  example  : a blinded 
oflirer,  on  leaving  St.  Dunstan's,  went  to  live  on  the 
Icnely  North  Devon  coast.  A great  walker,  he  was 
most  anxious  to  explore  the  beautiful  maze  of  lanes 
there.  If  only  he  could  see  a map  of  them!  lie 
had  read  enough  maps  for  war  : now  he  wanted  to 
read  a map  for  peace.  Ilis  need  was  brought  to  our 
notice,  and  from  the  standard  ordnance  survey  maj) 
of  the  district,  our  e.xjiert  produced  an  embossed  map 
for  his  personal  use  alone.  He  was  delighted  ; it  was 
exactly  what  he  needed  ; it  made  him  an  “ indepen- 
dent ” walker. 

Wireless.  -The  British  “ Wireless  for  the  Blind” 
Fund,fonndcd  in  1928  by  the  N.I.B.,  in  conjunction 
with  the  B.B.C.,  suffered  a .serious  setback.  The  public 
response  to  Lord  Woolton’s  appeal  on  Christmas 
I)a\-,  1943,  was  magnificent,  but,  although  preliminary 
inquiries  had  been  satisfactor}’,  the  manufacturers 
were  ]')re\'cntcd  by  urgent  Go\-ernment  priorities  from 
deli\’ering  the  sets  which  were  ordered.  Onh'  now, 
when  the  war  with  Germany  has  so  happily  ended, 
are  the  long-delayed  sets  being  delivered.  By  various 
means,  a total  of  just  under  1,000  new  installations 
were  provided,  bringing  the  cumulative  total  up  to 
(15,473.  In  the  circumstances,  an  appeal  on  Christmas 
Day,  1944,  could  not  reasonably  be  made,  but  the 
B.B.C.  most  helpfully  allowed  Lt.-Col.  Sir  Ian  Fraser, 
M.P.,  to  broadcast  a talk  on  the  Fund’s  work. 
PERSONAL  SERVICES 

It  is  impossible  to  generalise  on  the  work  of  our 
Services  Department.  It  moulds  itself  to  the  infinite 
variety  of  individual  needs.  ‘‘  How  does  one  get  a 
blind  pension  ? ” “ Will  you  arrange  for  a guide  to 
accompany  a blind  man  across  London  ? ” ‘‘  Will  you 
find  accommodation  for  my  friend  in  a Home  for  the 
Blind  ? ” — the.se  are  typical  of  the  questions  which 
confront  the  Department  every  day.  Then  there  is 
a host  of  enquiries  from  the  newly  blind,  and  in  the 
interviews  which  follow,  the  blind  Head  of  the 
Department  has  to  study  the  innumerable  problems 
of  psychological  apjiroach.  Many  come  to  him  with 
no  knowledge  of  what  can  be  done  for  the  blind, 
with  no  hope  that  anything  can  be  done,  and  he  has 
to  convince  them,  somehow,  that  the  bottom  has  not 
dropped  out  of  life. 

If  you  glance  at  the  records  of  the  Department, 
this  is  the  sort  of  thing  you  will  find  : A man  was 
enabled  to  buy  a business  ; an  artificial  limb  was 
provided  ; a wheel-chair  was  secured  for  an  invalid  ; 
books  were  sent  to  the  blind  of  the  Channel  Islands  ; 
enquiries  about  guide  dogs  were  dealt  with;  1,993 
railway  vouchers  were  issued.  And  if  you  turn  over 
the  incoming  correspondence,  you  will  find  many 
such  phrases  as  these  ; “ Thank  you  for  the  enormous 
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help  you  have  given  me  during  the  last  five  j^ars.” 
” I really  am  very  grateful.”  ” It  is  a great  weight 
off  our  minds.”  ” Tliank  you  very  much  for  all  you 
have  done.” 

Personal  service  entails  much  correspondence  with 
Local  .\gencies  for  the  Blind  and  Local  Authorities 
throughout  the  country,  as  the  Department  works  in 
clo.se  co-operation  with  them,  especially  in  obtaining 
registration,  home  teaching,  and  training. 

During  the  year  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse’s  Special 
Fund  for  blind  ex-Servicemen  and  their  blind  depend- 
ents dealt  with  525  cases. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

In  our  last  Report  we  gave  an  outline  of  a National 
Scheme  for  Ophthalmological  Research,  which  we 
put  forward  at  the  request  of  the  County  Councils’ 
Association  and  the  As.sociation  of  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions and  which  was  adopted  by  them.  This  plan  had 
to  be  re-considered  in  the  light  of  the  proposals  for  a 
National  Health  Service,  and  it  was  found  that  the 
Government  intended  to  repeal  the  Section  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  on  which  the  power  of  Local 
.Authorities  to  contribute  towards  Ophthalmological 
Research  depended.  It  was  clearly  inadvisable  to 
launch  a scheme  that  would  shortly  be  deprived  of  the 
financial  support  which  the  Local  Authorities  had 
been  recommended  to  give  it  by  their  two  Associa- 
tions, .so  we  have  been  reluctantly  compelled  to 
suspend  the  scheme  for  the  time  being.  Nevertheless, 
much  has  already  been  done  towards  the  prevention 
of  blindness  and  much  can  still  be  done  outside  the 
suspended  scheme.  The  University  of  Oxford’s 
Department  of  Ophthalmological  Research  has  been 
established  and  £100,000  has  been  collected  for  it  by 
a private  appeal  which  we  financed  ; we  have  given 
support  to  the  Research  Chair  of  Ophthalmology 
founded  at  the  Ro3'al  Eye  Hospital  in  London  ; and 
we  have  increased  the  help  which  we  have  been  giving 
for  many  years  to  prevention  work  in  the  Empire. 
We  are  calling  the  attention  of  all  .Agencies  for  the 
Blind  to  the  importance  of  ensuring  that  adequate 
provision  is  made  in  the  National  Health  Service  legis- 
lation for  the  development  of  Ophthalmological 
Research,  and  apart  from  Research,  our  Prevention 
of  Blindness  Committee  will  continue  its  efforts  to 
ensure  the  more  effective  correction  of  eye  defects, 
the  preservation  of  perfect  sight  from  early  childhoocl 
upwards,  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  industr\-,  and 
kindred  matters. 

IMPERIAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION 

The  Empire.  At  the  request  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  we  ga\’e  ex’idence  to  an  interdepartmental 
committee  which  is  studying  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
disabled  in  the  Colonies.  .After  the  meeting,  a circular 
sent  to  all  Colonial  Governments  emphasised  the 
immensity  of  the  problems  of  blindness  and  the  need 


Coffee  and  Music  at  che  Residentia  Hostel  for  Blind  Industrial  Employees  at  Wimbledon. 


for  vigorous  and  concerted  action  in  rehabilitation, 
emplor'inent  and  pre\ention.  \\'ays  and  means  will 
be  recommended  by  our  Empire  Development  Com- 
mittee, which  has  been  reconstituted  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  Sir  Bernard  Reilly,  K.C.M.G.,  an 
administrator  with  wide  knowledge  of  Colonial 
affairs.  Our  India  Sub-Committee  has  also  been 
reconstituted,  and  has  secured  the  services  of  several 
new  members  with  intimate  personal  knowledge  of 
the  vast  Indian  problems  of  health  and  education. 

During  the  whole  period  of  the  war  we  have  been 
able  to  ship  small  quantities  of  apparatus,  embossed 
books  and  Braille  paper  to  many  Institutions  for  the 
Blind  in  the  Empire  which  are  woefully  short  of 
supplies.  We  are  at  present  e.xecuting  bulk  orders — 
one  from  India,  for  example,  on  behalf  of  thirteen 
schools  for  the  blind.  The  large  discounts  on  cost 
prices  which  we  allow  to  our  blind  customers  in 
Great  Britain  are  e.xtended  to  customers  throughout 
the  Empire. 

Foreign  Countries. — In  Eebruary,  1944,  the  Institute 
became  a member  of  the  Council  of  British  Societies 
for  Relief  Abroad,  which  is  affiliated  to  U.N.R.R.A. 
^^’e  placed  our  information  service  at  the  Council’s 
disposal,  drew  up  for  it  a comprehensive  list  of 
European  Agencies  for  the  Blind,  and  prepared  a 
memorandum  on  all  aspects  of  assistance  and  relief. 
We  have  now  made  direct  contact  with  the  Association 
\ffilentin  Haiiy  in  Paris,  which  was  gallantly  conducted 
throughout  the  Nazi  occupation  and  set  its  face 
against  all  collaboration  with  the  enemy,  and  we  have 
tried  to  supply  some  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  the 
French  blind.  A first  consignment  of  clothing  and  a 
crate  of  piano-tuning  tools  and  other  goods  have  been 
despatched,  and  a large  quantity  of  Braille  paper  is 
being  manufactured  for  them.  To  the  blind  in  Algiers 
we  have  sent  a supply  of  Braille  frames,  and  we  are 
trying  to  meet  many  requirements,  already  notified 
to  us,  of  the  blind  in  the  liberated  countries.  As  we 
write,  one  of  our  Placement  Officers  is  being  flown  to 
Athens,  to  join  the  relief  missions  sent  to  Greece  by 
Ef.N.R.R.A.  and  advise  the  authorities  on  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  blind  in  industry,  and  other  matters.  At 


our  London  Headquarters  we  have  had  several 
visitors  from  the  liberated  countries,  and  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  conducting  two  Russian  doctors, 
members  of  a Soviet  delegation,  on  a tour  of  metro- 
politan Institutions  for  the  Blind.  They  took  back 
with  them  a letter  of  greeting  from  us  to  the  All- 
Russian  Society  for  the  Blind. 

Thus,  in  several  directions,  we  have  already  renewed 
the  friendly  contacts  broken  by  war.  There  is  a great 
deal  of  work  we  can  and  must  do  for  the  blind  of 
Europe,  but  they  also  are  most  anxious  to  help  us. 
A blind  man  reading  French  at  Oxford  urgently 
needed  some  French  texts  in  Braille.  We  sent  his 
request  to  the  Association  Valentin  Haiiy,  and  back 
came  two  crates  of  Braille  books,  the  first  to  be 
delivered  for  five  years  from  h'rance.  There  could 
be  no  better  illustration  than  this  of  the  spirit  that 
all  nations  now  need  to  cultivate,  so  that  henceforth 
they  may  walk  together  in  friendliness  in  the  pathways 
of  peace. 

**** 

A Great  Leader 

Throughout  the  storm  and  stress  of  war  our 
beloved  Chairman,  Captain  Sir  Beachcroft  Towse, 
V.C.,  has,  despite  his  advanced  age  and  increasing 
ill-health,  stayed  at  the  helm.  Now,  when  under  his 
guidance  we  have  reached  calm  waters,  he  relinquishes 
his  post.  For  twenty-three  years  he  has  served  the 
Institute  as  its  Chairman,  with  a devotion,  a courtesy, 
a kindness  beyond  all  praise.  His  willing  and  unselfish 
service  has  been  the  pattern  of  duty ; he  himself  has 
been  an  inspiration. 

His  resignation  was  received  by  us  and  by  every 
member  of  our  staff  with  the  deepest  regret.  But  his 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  President  of  the  Institute, 
to  which  he  was  unanimously  elected,  keeps  him  with 
us  still — a great  leader  and  a loving  friend. 

A Well  Deserved  Award 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  award, 
in  the  last  New  Year’s  Honours  List,  of  the  C.B.E. 
to  our  Secretary-General,  Mr.  W.  McG.  Eagar,  in 
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I'ccognition  of  his  strenuous  work  during  many 
j-ears  for  tlie  blind  of  tliis  country. 

Certain  Forms 

Itnclosed  witli  tliis  Rcjxirt  are  certain  I'ornis.  \\  c 
shall  he  deeply  grateful  if,  when  you  have  read  this 
account  of  our  work  for  the  blind,  you  will  make  use 


of  them.  We  would  draw  your  attention  especially 
to  the  Form  of  Subscription  which  doubles  the  value 
of  subscriptions  without  extra  cost  to  you,  and  to 
the  Form  of  Beejuest,  which  enables  you  to  ensure 
that  in  the  years  to  come,  as  in  the  strenuous  years 
through  which  we  have  recently  passed,  work  for  the 
blind  goes  on. 


Once  again  it  is  our  iilcasurc  to  thank  our  Secretary-General,  Mr.  W.  McG.  Eagar,  and  the  Staff  of  the 
Institute  in  London  and  its  many  Branches  for  the  great  part  they  have  played  in  succe.ssfully  maintaining 
and  furthering  the  Institute's  work.  War  conditions  have  added  many  difficulties  and  trials  to  their  task, 
but  one  and  all  have  met  them  with  ability  and  courage. 

We  close  this  report  in  humble  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God  for  bringing  our  work  for  the  blind  safely 
through  the  troublous  years  of  war,  and  we  beseech  Him  to  continue  to  bless  our  labours. 


Capita!.  Account  

Genmrai.  Purposes  Fund — 
Deticit  at  1st  April,  194-1 — 
AAii : Xet  Additions  to  Fixed 
Assets,  less  Depreciation 
transferred  to  Capital  Ac- 
count anti  transfer  to  Rein- 
statement and  Development 
Reserve  


Less : Le^acUs  — 

General  I'urposes  ...  ...37,11-11  19 

Specifically  Appropriated  ...  31,341  10 


Less : IJalance  from  General 
Charily  Fund  Account 


Less  : Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind 
Babies  & Children,  Surplus 

at  1st  April,  1944  

A lid : Legacies 

General  Purposes 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS 
NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  MARCH,  1945 

^lAuii.iTiEs  Assets 

^ s.  d.  £■  s.  d. 


9,772 


7,875  14 
0 


Specifically  Appropriated  2,181 

19,829  2 

Add  : Net  Additions  to  Fixetl 
Assets,  less  Depreciation 
transferred  to  Capital  Ac- 
count, and  transfer  to  Re- 
instatement and  Develop- 
ment Reserve  ...  ...20,565  10 


Add.  Bnlanrc  from  General 
Charily  Fund  Account 


£ s.  d. 
738,759  19  5 


24,970  16  4 


55,202  S 
80,173  4 


40,394  12  11 


Reinstatement  and  Development  Re- 
serve   

Home  Industries  Depart.ment  Reserve 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 
Note  on  I.kasehold  Property — 

One  property  has  been  destroyed  by 
enemy  action,  for  whieh  a claim  ha« 
been  made  under  the  War  Damage 
Act,  1941. 


95,01)0 

1,750 


68,683  9 8 


11,489  15 
1,475  9 


10,014  5 5 


41,013  3 3 


/933,700  I 11 


F'reehold  Pkoperty — 

General  

lindowment 


75,591 

2,000 


At  cost  or  at  valuation  when  given  to 
the  Institute,  less  amounts  written  olf. 
Leasehold  Property — 

At  cost,  less  amounts  written  off 

Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Kquipment — 

General £17,620  0 3 

Endowment  ...  358  10  6 


77,591  5 4 


38,680  2 0 


At  cost,  or  as  valued  independently  in 
1935,  less  Depreciation. 

Investments  at  cost,  or  as  valued  at 
date  of  receipt — 

General  Purposes  ...  

Specifically  Appropriated  (including 
£2,200  14s.  8d.  subject  to  charges) 
Endowments  ...  £36,1-44  14  5 

Endowments  Specifi- 
cally Appropriated  48,154  9 4 


17,978  10  9 


134,249  18  1 


453,246  16 
66,964  0 


84,299  3 9 


{including  investmenis  of  the  Sunshine 
Fund  for  Blind  BabUs  and  Children 
/o/a/Zing  £47,031  6s.  Od.) 

Reinstatement  and  Development  and 
Home  Industries  Reserves — 
Investments 

Stock  as  Valued  dy  Ofpiciai.s  of  the 
Institute — 


604,510  1 4 

738,759  19  5 


96,750  0 0 


Publications  Account  

12,466 

16 

8 

Apparatus  .■\ccount  

5,191 

5 

2 

(jeiieral  Stores,  etc. 

9,442 

13 

8 

Kiosk  Supplies 

2,192 

5 

9 

30,998 

17 

lU 

Home  Industries  ... 

5.090 

2 

ll 

34,383 

3 

7 

Sundry  Debtors  {less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 

Debts)  

37,707 

IS 

0 

96,750 

f) 

0 

Deferred  Charges  and  Prepaid 

67,191 

4 

8 

liXPKNSES  

2,142 

10 

3 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  ...  

23,956 

10 

8 

£933,700  I 1 1 


Cl.EMICNT  DAVIFS,  Member  of  Council]  . , , . , , , t , nt-  i 

A.  J.  W.  KITCMIN,  //oHomry  y-misurcrl 


We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet  is  orooerlv 
drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Institute’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the 
explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Institute. 

7945“"*'’"  J.VCKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO.,  ChurlttrJ  .Iccoiml.inls, 


Audilots. 
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GENERAL  CHARITY  FUND 

Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1845 


ExrKSniTURE 

Braille  amd  Other  Pudlications 

Deficit  

Apparatus  Account  Deficit 
F.XPENniTURK  ON  HOMES  AND  SCHOOLS — 

Physiotherapy  School  

Blinil  Babies  Homes -- 

Chorlcywood  College y 

Other  Homes  ...  •; l-'’' 

Court  Grange  Special  School  ...  b, 

Homes  for  War  Blinded  ...  ••  o 

Worcester  College  Deficit  page 

24)  ^ 

Worcester  College— Grant  for  Cap- 
ital Purposes 

Pay’ments  to  the  Blind — 

Wages,  etc.,  of  Blind 
engaged  in  Kaising 

Revenue  

Augmentation  of  Wages 
paid  to  Blind  {includ- 
ing Wages  and  ex- 
penses of  theirsighted 

guides)  

Higher  Education  and 
Training  Fees 
Assistance  and  other 
expenses  on  behalf  of 
Blind  Persons 


,(1(^3 

,689 

.314 

.791 

,OaS 

.235 


13  5 
18  10 
11  3 
18  4 

14  3 

15  3 


5,499  9 10 


32,093  0 
1,300  12 


5,500  15  0 
1,653  16  5 

. 24,9.38  9 3 

Grants  to  Societies  for  the  Blind 

Prevention  of  Blindness  

Unification  Agreements — 

Amounts  distributed  under  Agree- 
ment— 

To  National  Library 

for  the  Blind  ...13,188  15  10 
To  Other  Participat- 
ingSocieties  114,775  18  3 

127,964  14  1 

Amounts  returned  to  Societies  con- 
ducting collections  ...  ...  1,649  4 5 

Collections  made  on  behalf  of  other 

Societies  •••  ® 

Cost  of  Raising  Revenue — 

Salaries  and  Wages,  etc.,  Sichted  ... 

Wages  and  Allowances,  Blind  [see 
Wages,  etc.,  under  "Payments  to 
the  Blind"  above). 

Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising, 

Postage  and  Telephone 
Rent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Fuel,  Light, 

Cleaning  and  Rep.airs 
Collecting  Boxes,  Bazaars,  Lectures, 

Flag  Days,  etc. 

Proportion  of  Head  Office  Expenses 
charged  to  Raising  Revenue 

Cost  of  Management — 

Salaries  aiul  Wages  including  Insur- 
ance, Blind  and  Sighted  

Printing,  Stationery,  Advertising  and 

Postage  

Alterations,  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
Kent,  Rates,  Insurance,  Telephone, 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

Travelling  and  other  Expenses 

Other  Expenses — 

Benevolent  Allowances 
Audit  Fee,  Legal  and  Professional 

Charges  ...  

Pension  Scheme  Contribution 
War  Emergency  and  A.R.P.  Expenses 
Miscellaneous 

Legacies  Tran.sferred  to  Balance 
Sheet — 

General  Account  

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and 
Children  ...  ...  

Depreciation  and  Amortisation — 

Freeholds  and  Leaseholds 
Furniture,  Fixtures  and  Equipment 


382  16 
3,622  17 
3.280  6 
605  0 


, d. 

Income 

£ 

s. 

£ 

s. 

d 

Subscriptions,  Donations  and  Col- 

9 

LECTIONS — 

10 

Subscriptions,  Donations  and  Appeals 

62,996 

7 

3 

Collections,  including  Hag  Days 

219,688 

10 

4 

Receipts  on  behalf  of  other  Societies 

— Contra  

51  1 

14 

8 

Allocation  from  Greater  London  Fund 

17,325 

0 

0 

Allocations  from  Blind  Societies  under 

Collecting  Agreements 

8,441 

16 

1 

. ..  - 

- .308,963 

8 

4 

Miscellaneous 

5,372 

3 

3 

Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents 

17,532 

0 

5 

Amounts  Received  in  Respect  of — 

I’h>’siotherapy  School  

7,579 

7 

9 

Blind  Babies  Homes 

9,163 

8 

3 • 

Chorleywood  College 

8,516 

19 

8 

Other  Homes  ... 

/, 3.1.4 

0 

3 

Court  Grange  Special  School 

3,487 

17 

1 

Homes  for  War  Blinded 

l,35U 

3 

6 

— 37,430 

18 

6 

Home  Industries  Account  Surplus... 

332 

6 

10 

Eichholz  Clinic  Surplus  

1,692 

1 

7 

General  Legacies 

49,358 

19 

2 

/Lr^s  Publicity 

4,141 

5 

2 

— 

— 

45,217 

14 

0 

38,893  2 10 
2,259  14  6 


130,125  13  2 


25,361  13  0 

3,842  18  6 
2,194  15  4 

6,894  1 8 

4,125  9 2 

4,041  19  7 

460  10  5 

696  12  2 

1 ,068  8 1 
834  16  10 

252  10  0 


41,918  17  8 


37,341  19  6 
7,875  14  6 


8,143  1 1 0 


45,217  14  0 


3.924  10  3 
917  7 4 


Carried  forward 


4,841  17  7 
.364,446  13  0 


Carried  forward 


416,540  12  11 
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GENERAL  CHARiTY  FUND  (contmiu^i) 


Kxi'nyi'iTUUK 

lirounlit  forward 
RmNSTATKMI.NT  and  I >UVIiI.OI'MKNT 
Kicskuvf. — 

(Iciu-ral  Account  

Sunshine  Inind  for  lilind  15abit*s  and 
Children  


L s.  (1. 

\:i  u 


jC  S.  d 

Broiiglil  forward  416.540  I'i  II 


;i6,()(H)  0 0 

14,000  0 0 


B \i.ANCi;s  Cakuied  to  Hai.anck  Siii  kt — 

GcmT.ll  Account  ...  1.475  0 

Sun>hine  rund  for 
Blind  Babic-A  and 
Children  ...  ... £1,062  2 1 

I.rss  .Allocation.  Chor- 
Icvwoocl  Ctdlcge  and 
Worcester  College  ...  1.646  II  0 

— ^ - _ ois  10 


.5(»,()00  0 0 


2,093  19  II 


£4  16,340  12  11 


£416,540  12  11 


ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 

1-:.>CPR.ND1TUUE  £ S.  d.  INCOME 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  General  Charity 

l-'und  Account  (included  in  Dividends,  Interest  and  By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 

Rents)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122  0 0 ClolhworUers 


£122  0 0 

ARMITAGE  FUND  FOR  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  BLIND  WRITERS 

li.XPENDlTUUE  £ S.  d. 

To  Amounts  paid  to  and  Services  on  behalf  of  Blind 

Writers  52  0 6 

Surplus  taken  to  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — 

General  Charity  I’liiul  Account  ...  ...  ...  51  IH  10 


Income 

By  Cash  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Clotinvorkers  ... 


122  0 U 

£122  0 0 


C s.  d. 
£103  19  1 


Tal  Charity  h'uiul  Account 


Expenditure 

To  General  Charily  Fund  for  General  Purposes 

General  Charity  Fund  for  Assistance  to  Necessitous 

Blind  

(The  above  items  are  included  in  General  Charity 
Fund — National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  under 
Dividends,  Interest  and  Rents) 

London  Association  for  the  Blind 


£103  19  1 


BAILEY  BEQUEST 

£ s.  d. 

254  4 10 


By  Dividends  on  Inveslinenl 


254  4 10 


50  1 6 .S 
£559  6 4 


£103  19  1 


£ s.  d. 
559  6 4 


£539  6 4 


F..\penuiturb 

To  National  Institute  for  the  Blind — General  Chanty 
Fund  Account  (included  in  Dividends,  Interest 
and  Rents) 


SALOMON’S  BEQUEST 

£ s.  d. 

By  Dividends  on  Iiivestmeni 


£497  0 0 


Receipts 

To  Cash  at  Bank,  1st  .April,  1944  ... 

Amount  received  from  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Clothworker.A 

Deposit  Interest 


LEEDS  EMBOSSED  BOOKS  FUND 

£ s.  d. 

89  3 1 


47  17  10 
1 1 7 

£138  2 6 


Pavmenxs 

By  Amount  expended  on  goods  supplied  to  l^ecds  Insti- 
tution ... 

Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1945 


£ s.  d. 
497  U 0 


£497  0 0 


37  15  0 
100  7 6 


£168 


Note.  The  Capital  Slock  of  Ibis  Fund  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Worsliiplul  Company  ol  Clothtvorkers,  and  the  dividends  received  and  paid  over 
by  tliem  are  for  the  supply  of  Braille  Literature,  etc  , lor  the  benefit  of  the  Blind  of  Leeds  and  District. 

THE  HENRY  STAINSBY  MEMORIAL  GIFT  FUND  FOR  THE  BLIND 

ToCash  atBank.  IstApril,  loJ'"'.';"’” 242  14  ‘7  By  ,ynounis  expended  on  Gifts ^5  i)'  “2 

5 4 Cash  at  Bank,  31st  March,  1945  30i  12  1 


Dividends  on  Investment 
Deposit  Interest  ... 


1 3 4 

£307  3 3 


£307  3 3 


CLUMENr  D.AVIES,  A/ifinitir  0/ Ctuuifi/,  1 - , , , , r. 

vv  w • . .u  I A.  J.  W.  KITCHIN, /7miorflfy7>rflSHrtT  \ ImltluU /ot  ihg  Dhnd. 

ind  irouToXon  corfe^°r  “te  Fund,  and  certify  Uie  same  to  be  m accordance  thereivith, 

v.-re  Tn  Charttred  Accoimla,,!.,,  AuMlors.  Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  F,.C,2.  I2';i  July  1945 

’ 34%  Conversion  Loan  Inscribed  Stock,  is  held  in  trust  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

nf  whirL  ‘he  .need  for  economy  in  paper,  a number  of  subsidiary  accounts  published  in  previous  years,  the  net  resuit 
bl  “ oS^equeTt  accouois  will  giadly 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 
Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  19^5 


1 


.lAnil.lTllS 


Capital  Account  ... 

General  Purposes  I'uiul : — 

Balance  at  1st  April,  1944  ... 

Less  : Net  AiUlitiuns  to  Fixed  Assets, 
less  IVprcciation  transferred  to 
Capital  Account  


Add:  Balance  from  General  Charity 
F'niul  Account 


Stindry  ('reditors  and  Credit  Balances 


Assets 

d.  /■ 

S.  (1. 

r. 

s.  d. 

/. 

s. 

d. 

2(-;.47.8 

15  7 

Freehold  Property  t At  Cost,  less 

1 ,968 

6 0 

Printing  Machinery  ) amounts  vsrillcn  off 

ll'l 

4 3 

1,H<)4 

15 

7 

Furniture  and  E'ittings  

Tl 

12  2 

(at  cost  or  as  valued  independently  in 

— 



1935 Depreciation)  

2,763 

2 

5 

174 

16 

5 

Investments — 

(ieneral  Purposes  

21,047 

18  9 

1,629 

19 

•> 

Ivndowmetits  Specifically  Appropriated 

2.667 

14  5 

— 

— 

23.715 

13 

43(1 

0 

1 1 

Stock  as  valued  by  Officials  of  the  Society 

996 

2 

9 

0 1 

Sundry  Debtors,  less  Reserve  for  Doubtful 

Debts 

887 

7 

10 

46(1 

1 1 7 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  

637 

) 

1 

£28,999 

7 3 

£28,999 

7 

3 

CLHMltNT  DAVIFS,  Member  of  Council. 
A.  J.  W.  KirCHlN,  Honorary  Treasurer . 


Xaliunul  Insliliite for  the  Blind. 


We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  reipiired  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  properly  drawn  up  S'j  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  Society’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  o 


the  explanations  given  to  ns,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  Society. 

Ivi-Ni  House,  Tei.eouai’h  Stkeet,  K.C.2. 

12//1  July,  1945. 


’ our  information  and 
JACKSON,  PIXM-Y  & CO., 

Charter  id  .Accounlants, 

A udilo/s. 


liXt'ENPlTUKE 


To  Stock  at  1st  April,  1944 

Production  Salaries  and  Wages 
Health  and  Unemployment  insurance 

etc 

Materials  for  Transcribing,  Embossing 

Binding,  etc 

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Carriage 
and  Packing  ... 

Fuel,  Light,  Water  and  Power 
Kates,  Insurance  and  Telephone 
Kepairs  and  Maintenance  of  Premises 
and  Machinery 
General  Expenses 
Oepreciation — 

F'reehold 
Plant  ... 

Furniture  and  Fittings 


A.R.P.  Expenses 


218  14 
85  16 
20  8 


To  Gross  Loss  brought  down 

Management  Expenses  aiul  other  Salaries 
I ravclling  Expenses  


THE 

Account  for 

MOON  SOCIETY 

the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945 

Income 

. d. 

C 

s. 

d. 

C s-  d. 

903 

9 

1 

Bv  Cost  of  Production  — 

1,362 

14 

o 

liooks  

1,817  6 0 

Magazines  and  Newspapers 

788  6 3 

37 

7 

6 

— 

2,605  12  3 

672 

13 

10 

Less  Reductions  allowed  from  cost 

price  of  Books,  etc. 

1,261  19  4 

68 

5 

6 



42 

16 

1 1 

Net  Sales  

67 

18 

S 

Stock  at  31st  March,  1945 

Gross  Loss  carried  down 

101 

13 

3 

5 

3 

10 

0 

0 

4 

324 

18 

4 

95 

16 

0 

£3,682 

17 

1 

1,343 

1 

5 

973 

10 

4 

Bv  Grant.  Local  Government  .Act,  1929... 

12 

6 

Net  Deficit,  carried  to  General  Charity  Fund  Acconni 

4 

3 

i s.  d. 


1,84.3  12  11 
996  2 9 
1,343  1 5 


£3,682  17  1 


1,842  0 0 

475  4 3 


£2,317  4 3 


General  Charity  Fund  Account  for 


F..XPENDITURE 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Net  Deficit,  transferred  from  Publications  Account... 

475 

4 

.3 

Augmentation  of  Wages — Blind  Staff 

1 '6 

4 

1 1 

Annuity  payalile  vmder  the  Will  of  the  late  Miss 

A.  E.  C.  Moon  

20 

0 

0 

Pensions  Scheme  Contributions  

115 

4 

10 

Audit  Fee  

10 

10 

0 

Gifts  ...  

5 

6 

Balance  carried  to  Balance  Shed 

4.30 

0 

1 1 

£1.167 

10 

5 

the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945 

Income 

£_  s.  d. 

By  Subscriptions  and  Donations  7 1 10 

Dividends  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  1,016  13  7 

Rents I*’’  ” 


£1,167  10  5 
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WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 
Balance  Sheet  at  31st  March,  1945 


Liabilities 

I s.  (1.  i s.  d.  i s.  d 
Capital  Account  ...  ...3d, 125  6 II 

Add  : (Irant — 

National  Institute  for  the 

nimd  99  0 I 

36,224  7 0 

Balance  of  Income  and 
Expenditure  Account  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March, 

1945  1,596  2 4 

Less:  Legacies  ...  ...  60  17  2 


1,535  5 2 

Less  • Grant — National  Insti- 
tute ftir  the  Blind  ...  ...  1,5.35  5 2 


Freehold  Property 

) At  net  cost 

19,802 

1 5 

9 

Leasehold  Property  ... 

less 

774 

0 

0 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

1 Depreciation 

1,809 

7 

2 

Investments  at  cost — 

Endowments — General 

3,000 

0 

0 

Endowments — Specifically 

appropriated.. . 

9,653 

8 

3 

Building  Fund 

1,184 

15 

10 

22,386 


•-  13,838  4 1 


Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances,  less 
Reserve  for  Doubtful  Debts  


1,970  3 10 


36,224  7 0 

.Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit 

Balances  ...  ...  ...  1,406  5 3 

Nationallnstitute  for  the  Blind  563  18  7 


£38,194  10  10 


/■38,I94  10  10 


Chairman,  Board  of  Governors. 

A.  J.  W.  is-ilLCtW^ , Member , Board  of  Governors. 

Wo  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  information  and  explanations  we  have  required  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  above  Balance  Sheet 
is  ()roperly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a true  and  correct  view  of  the  state  of  the  College’s  affairs,  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and 
the  explanations  given  to  us,  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 

JACKSON,  PIXLEY  & CO.,  Chartered  Accountants, 

Kent  House,  Telegraph  Street,  K.C.2.  Auditors 

\2thjuly,  1945. 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  lor  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945 


Expenditure 

To  Fees,  Salaries  of  Teachers,  Matrons,  Servants,  etc. 
Health  and  Unemployment  Insurance,  etc.  ... 

Provisions 

Laundry  ... 

Other  Household  Expenses  and  Sundries 
Rent,  Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone 

Fuel,  Light,  Cleaning  and  Water  

Printing,  Stationery,  Postage,  Educational  Books  and 

Apparatus  

Medical  Charges 

Travelling  

Renewals 

Sports,  Games,  Dramatics,  etc. 

Teachers’ Superannuation 
Special  Superannuation 


£ 

s. 

d. 

6,689 

6 

10 

37 

18 

I 

1,399 

323 

4 

11 

2 

11 

70 

4 

8 

401 

9 

11 

633 

19 

o 

207 

13 

7 

255 

0 

8 

106 

8 

7 

84 

13 

4 

112 

10 

2 

248 

11 

0 

77 

6 

5 

.Management  Expenses  ... 

Legal  and  Other  Charges  

Upkeep  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  (including  Repairs) 
A.R.P.  Expenditure  


10,647  10  3 
388  18  10 
27  16  6 
178  8 2 
5 6 


11,242  19  3 

Legacite — Transferred  to  Balance  Sheet  ...  ...  60  17  2 

Bursaries  from  Endowment  and  other  Special  Income 
fpercontra)  1,224  12  0 


I.NCOME 


By  Maintenance  and  other  Fees 
Grant,  Board  of  Education 
Donations 

Dividends  and  Annuities 


I s.  d. 
7,469  10  5 
1,575  6 5 
258  8 0 
343  12  1 


9,646  16  11 

Legacies 60  17  2 

Appropriation  of  Endowment  and  Special  Income 

(per  contra)  1,224  12  0 

Deficit  carried  to  Balance  Sheet  1,596  2 4 


£12,528  8 5 


£12,528  8 5 
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General  Account 

The  H.  F.  Bailey  Uequest  

The  Leopold  Salomon’s  Endowment  I'und 
The  Sir  Art  hur  I’earson  Memorial  Fund 
The  Miss  Constance  de  Jong  Bequest 

The  William  Brown  llexlall  Bequest 
The  John  Kae  Campbell  Endowment  Fund 
TheNuflield  Fhulowment 

The  Mary  Shaw  Bequest  ...  

The  Horiishaw  Endowment  ... 

The  Sir  Alfred  Jones  Bequest  

The  Donald  and  Kosie  Alderson  Bequest  ... 
'I'he  Hextall  F'und  for  Blind  Law  Students 
The  Blind  Social  Aid  Society  F'uud  ... 

The  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kirkham  Bequest 
The  Flenry  Heskall  David  Bequest  ... 
TheSir  John  Howard  Bequest 
The  J.  J.  Croslield  Bequest  ... 

The  Mrs.  Ralph  Partridge  Bequest 

The  J.  W.  Comben  Bequest  ... 

The  Dr.  Howell  Rees  Bequest  

The  Henry  Ireland  Bequest 

The  Rev.  F.  J.  Hackett  Bequest  

The  Louis  Sterne  Bequest  

The  Miss  Mary  Jesson  Bequest  

The  Mrs.  J.  Rainsforlh  Bequest  

The  Miss  Constance  Harvie  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Little  Bequest 


Guest  House  for  Blind  Women,  Leamington 

The  Harry  Urmson  Hayes  Fund 

The  Miss  A.  V.  Allpress  Endowment  Fund 


Convalescent  and  HoFday  Home,  St.  Leonard’s 

The  Mrs.  Jessie  Elizabeth  Laing  Bequest  . . . 

“ Arno.”  Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight 

The  Mrs.  Annie  Fisher  Bequest  

The  Robert  Noble  Bequest 


Chorloywood  College 

The  William  Brown  He.xlall  Scholarship  . . . 

The  Nuffield  Endowment  

The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest  

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-Care)... 
Fees  Endowment  Fund  ...  


GRANTS 


Todmorden  Society  for  the  Blind  ... 
Southport  Blind  Social  Committee  ... 
.Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs... 
East  Sussex  Association  for  the  Blind 


General  Account 

Atkinson,  John  Joseph  

Barber,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Selina  ... 

Basford,  Miss  Lucy  Ada 
Beales,  Miss  Ada  Ellen 
Bell,  ^Irs.  Clara 
Bennett,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Sarah 
Bevan,  Miss  Alice 

Binks,  Miss  P.  E 

Blizard,  Miss  Ada  

Boumstone,  Charles 

Bowly,  Mrs.  Emilie  Louisa  ... 

Bray,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jane  

Brayshaw,  Mrs.  Hilda 

Broderick,  Henry  and  .Minnie  Elizabeth 

Brodie,  Hugh  Kinsman  

Brooks,  James  William  

Browne,  The  Rev.  Lionel  Ravald  ... 


ENDOWMENTS 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOB  THE  BLIND 

[See  page  20) 


£ 

s. 

d. 

9,881 

7 

9,6t)U 

0 

0 

9,505 

7,973 

0 

1 1 

13 

1 

5,633 

19 

4 

3,000 

0 

0 

2,500 

0 

0 

1,483 

10 

1,017 

11 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

655 

0 

0 

502 

12 

5 

500 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

100 

15 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

11 

6 

1 

450 

0 

0 

720 

7 

2 

£56,954 

13 

11 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  2,014 

3 

10 

..  889 

10 

0 

£2,903 

13 

10 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  1,000 

0 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  1,758 

10 

6 

..  5,838 

4 

7 

£7,596 

15 

I 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  2,999 

4 

6 

..  2,000 
500 

0 

0 

0 

U 

..  3,000 

0 

0 

..  1,200 

0 

0 

£9,699 

4 

6 

SUNSHINE  FUND  FOR  BLIND  BABIES  AND  CHILDREN 
General  Account 


The  James  Attfield  Bequest 
The  Miss  Susan  A.  Davey  Bequest . 


Blind  Babies'  Home,  East  Grinstead 

The  “ Dancing  Times  ” Endowment 
Tile  Flornsliaw  Endowment  ... 

The  Mrs.  Lucy  Block  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  A.  R.  Edwards  Bequest 
'i  he  Miss  A.  D.  Spiers  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  1'.  Marks  Bequest  ... 

The  T.  G.  Sorby  Bequest 
The  Miss  Vaughan  Chapman  Bequest 
The  “ Sunday  League  ” Endowment 
The  Anthony  Cloustin  Partridge  Endowment 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Southport 

The  Ernest  Hallowell  Barlow  Bequest 
The  James  Gilbertson  Bequest 
The  Kir.  and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Graves  Bequest 
The  Mrs.  H.  R.  Ethel  Graves  Bequest 


Blind  Babies’  Home,  Northwood 

Bundles  for  Britain,  Inc.,  Niag 
U.S.A.,  and  Daughters  of  St. 
Ontario,  Canada  


THE  MOON  SOCIETY 
The  Miss  A.  E.  C.  Moon  Endowment 


£ s.  d. 
2iiU  0 0 

U 0 


WORCESTER  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND,  WORCESTER 

The  Miss  E.  W.  Allen  Bequest  (After-care) 

The  William  Brown  Hextall  Scholarship 

General  Endowment  Fund 

The  Nuffield  Endowment 
The  Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 
The  Blair  and  Foster  Memorial  Fund 

The  Swimming  Bath  Fund 

The  Himing  Prize  Fund  


TO  SOCIETIES  FOR  THE  BLIND,  1944-45 


l s.  d. 
55  0 7 
332  11  7 

175  0 0 
172  11  7 


Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
W.  A.  Gasking — Holiday  Fund 
Warwick  County  Association  for  the  Blind 


LEGACIES,  1944-45 


C S.  d. 
1,000  0 0 
10  U 0 
IS  0 0 
150  0 0 
5 0 0 
100  0 0 
5 0 0 
200  0 0 
100  0 0 
2 15  0 
2,250  0 0 
450  0 0 
400  0 0 
125  0 0 
95  18  7 
155  14  11 
100  0 0 


Bruce,  Miss  Minnie  Flenrietta 
Bruce,  Mrs.  Phoebe  Ann 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  .Ann 
Clack,  Miss  Fanny 

Clark,  John  

Collett,  Sidney 

Cook,  Mrs.  Ruth  Susannah 

Craggs,  William  Haigh 

Cretal,  Gabriel 

Crompton,  Amos 
Cuthbert,  Mrs.  Mar>’  Jane 
Dalziel,  Lady  Fiarrict  Sarah 
Day,  Miss  Marian  Eva 
Dew,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Dickens,  Frederick  ... 
Eldridge,  George  Bernard 
Emmerson,  Miss  Annie 


£800 

(1 

0 

£ 

s. 

d 

. 2,000 

0 

0 

. 1,020 

0 

U 

561 

3 

, 1 

477 

10 

0 

477 

10 

0 

450 

0 

0 

107 

14 

3 

100 

0 

0 

47 

17 

0 

500 

0 

0 

£5,741 

15 

2 

£ 

s. 

d. 

752 

11 

5 

500 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

£1,457 

11 

5 

£ 

c, 

s. 

d. 

£504 

0 

4 

£86,657 

14 

3 

. £2,667 

14 

5 

)RCESTER 

£ 

s. 

d. 

..  4,000 
. 3,000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

..  3,000 

0 

0 

. 2,000 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

200 

4 

7 

113 

3 

8 

90 

0 

0 

£12,653 

8 

3 

470 

8 

7 

5 

0 

0 

90 

0 

0 

£1,300 

12 

4 

£ 

s. 

d. 

49 

10 

1 

69 

11 

3 

100 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

..  500 

0 

0 

27 

15 

5 

..  1,640 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

..  1,000 

0 

0 

9 

14 

3 

100 

0 

0 

..  1,825 

4 

8 

..  107 

18 

0 

..  1,427 

5 

0 

25 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

51 

6 

1 1 

£12,246  14  1 
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Carried  forward 


<1. 


liroiif-lil  forvvarii 

F(.1I,  Miss  Jvili.i  

1‘irUlinK.  Charli’S  Arlliur  

Ford,  Mi-s.  Mary 
Fraiiiploii,  Mrs.  Annie 

Gallicrs,  Mrs.  Lily  Hliz.i  

(i.ilcnby,  John  ^ 

Glasbv,  Miss  E. 

(irimlrod,  Miss  Florence  .\niuo  

llaiS,  Miss  Frances 

Ilarlord,  Mrs.  Ellen  Clara  

llarvie,  Miss  Constance  

llaswj'll,  Miss  lileanor  

Haves,  George  Whitley  

lledderley.  Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  

lleiighan,  David  

Hickson,  I'rank  

Hipwell.  Miss  Emma  Augusta  

Hoarc,  Sirs.  Edith 

Home,  Francis  Edward  

jewkes,  Walter  

Johnston,  Miss  Mary  Anne 

Kav,  Miss  Thirza  

Keyle,  Miss  Emily  

Lacey,  Miss  Elizabctli  Hope  

Lancaster,  James  .Mired  .‘Ukinson 

Levey,  Mrs.  

Lines,  Miss  Louisa  

Lonsiiale,  .Arthur  Walter  

.McLaren.  Frederic  Donald 

Manbre,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Christian  

Mason,  Mis.s  Emily  Margaret  

.Melhuish,  .Alfred  Warren  

Mellor.  Mrs.  Emma 

Melonie,  Mrs.  Clara  Ellen  

Micklethwait,  George  Henry 

Money,  Miss  Hannah  Jane 

^Ionk,  Miss  Lucy  

Moore,  .Arthur  

Morris,  Charles  Edward  

.Moullin,  .Miss  Emma  Rachel  

Nicholas,  Miss  Bessie  Hannah  

Orton,  Miss  Dorothy  Mary  

Padgett,  Miss  Louisa  .Annie 

Page,  Miss  Helen  Maud  

Partridge,  Mrs.  Emily  

Perry,  Ernest  John 

Picktord,  Miss  Ellen 

Ramsey,  Miss  Louisa  Frances 

Reeve,  Miss  Marion  Sarah 

Render.  Miss  Mary  Anderson  

Riggs,  .Arthur  Grenville  

Robinson,  Miss  Emma  Elizabeth  

Robinson,  Mrs.  Afargaret  

Rowland,  Mrs.  Caroline  

Ruffcll,  Walter  James  

Russell,  Miss  Edith  Mary  Howe  


C s.  d. 
F2,24fi  I-l  1 
9d  0 0 

3 li  5 
7 7 11 
]U  U 0 
9b  b b 
25  U b 
Hbb  U b 
74(5  2 0 

20b  b 0 
28  (5  8 
8(59  15  lb 
421  8 11 

7U  4 lb 
2(50  1 2 9 
42  15  (5 
25  b 0 

1 .000  b 0 
2bb  0 b 
25U  0 0 
160  0 0 
180  0 0 

90  0 0 

150  0 0 

403  9 8 
1,528  10  9 
500  0 0 

5 4 4 

25  b 0 

415  2 5 

2.000  0 0 
50  b 0 

1 15  0 
100  0 0 
834  b b 
100  b 0 
500  0 0 

186  8 10 
7 19  3 
17  7 
3,100  0 0 

1,642  12  0 

200  0 0 
990  10  0 

200  0 0 
IbO  0 0 
100  0 0 
3,000  0 0 

3.54  10  5 
1 1 1 1 6 
244  9 3 

100  0 0 
253  1 6 1 

237  15  3 

125  0 0 

6 0 0 
50  0 0 


Samuel,  Mrs.  Amy  ...  

Samuel,  .Miss  Margaret  Ellen 
Scott,  Miss  Albertha  Mary  Susannah 
Seaman,  Miss  Rale  ... 

Sheather,  Mrs.  Laura  .Annie 

Sims,  Miss  Ann  

Smilii,  Miss  Annie  Alice  

Stokes,  Thomas  

Taylor.  Mrs.  Emily  Taylor 

Taylor,  Miss  Fanny  ...  

'rhoridiill.  Miss  .Annie  Ivlizabeth 
Trayes,  Mi.ss  Margery  Beatrice  Jackson 

Treazise,  .Mrs.  Sallv 

Ufford,  Miss  Matilda  Maclaren 
Ur<]uliart.  Miss  Mary 
Wadditjgton,  Jo.shua  I'aget 
Walker,  Miss  Olive  Mary 

Walker,  Mrs.  Sarah  

Wareing,  Miss  .Agnes 

Warren,  Charles  Henry 

Watson,  .Alfred  

While,  J'ldwin 

Wilson,  Thomas  

Wriglit,  F'rederic  W'illiam  

Wright,  Mrs.  Sarah  Blanche 
Yeomans,  John  


/junshlne  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children 

BlaUiston,  Dr.  H.  IL  D 

Bowles,  Aliss  Ellen 

i)ixon,  Richard  

lunpson,  Miss  Edith  Maud 

Hodcler,  Mrs.  Eliza 

Ilutcliins,  Miss  Florence  Dorothy  ... 

Kneen,  Miss  Lottie  Eleanor 

Leah,  Mrs.  Sarah  Edith  

Lines,  Miss  Louisa 

Mills,  Mrs.  Maria  Julia  

Moullin,  Miss  Emma  Rachel  

Mutlow,  Mrs.  I.  .A 

Nowell,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  

Rees,  Mrs.  Lily  

Richardson,  John  Edward 

Rowland,  Airs.  L. 

Smith,  Miss  Gertrude  

Smilhers,  Mrs.  Louisa  Mary  

Tew,  Mrs.  Ellen  Mary  

'Thomson,  George  Keith  

'Thornton,  Miss  Rosa  


Together 


b b 
U 0 
b b 
U 0 
U 0 
1 1 b 
16  0 
1 1 1 1 
0 0 
0 b 
0 b 
11  II 
lb  5 
b b 

8 b 
]()  6 

b 0 

9 11 
2 3 
9 6 
0 0 
0 b 

0 U 
0 6 
0 0 

1 1 


;r40,954 

6 

3 

c 

s. 

d. 

50 

0 

0 

19U 

5 

2 

6 

9 

7 

250 

0 

0 

532 

13 

1 1 

lb 

0 

0 

52U 

18 

7 

9b 

0 

0 

5 

4 

3 

964 

19 

10 

3,100 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

38 

12 

10 

41 

14 

7 

197 

17 

7 

100 

0 

0 

1,095 

14 

10 

535 

1 

9 

£8,404 

12 

II 

,C49,358 

19 

2 

c 

5 

18b 

2b 

](Jb 

9U 

756 
3b 
45 
100 
I Ob 
54 
74 
2bb 
182 
303 
lb 
622 
286 
138 
1,0U0 
300 
400 
27 
45 
541 


In  .Addition  the  following  Legacies  were 

Bequeathed  to  the 

Sunshine  Fund  for  Blind  Babies  and  Children,  Southport 

Institute  during  the  year,  and  were 

Specifically  Appro- 

£ 

s. 

Cooke,  Mrs.  Nancie  ... 

25 

Alfred  Elchholz  Memorial  Clinic 

£ 

s. 

3 

5 

1 1 

Ivichholz,  \\  illiatn  

Wells,  William  

6 

12 

.5 

100 

0 

0 

Channels  of  Blessing  Magazine 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£334 

18 

4 

Donaldson,  Miss  .Annie  

24 

9 

7 

Troup,  Miss  Sophia  M.  

180 

0 

0 

— 

Leamington 

£204 

9 

7 

s. 

d. 

Adams,  Mrs.  Einclia 

fo 

13 

4 

Chorleywood  College 

Jones,  E.  Dew  

12 

10 

0 

Slaugliter,  Charles  Henry 

£» 

0 

0 

£23 

3 

4 

Homes  of  Recovery  War-Blinded  Civilians 

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 

Gladwcll,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Louisa 

£100 

0 

0 

Verrinder,  \\  alter  Joseph  ...  

£60 

17 

“ 

Holiday  Home  for  the  Blind,  Scarborough,  Yorkshire 

ENDOWMENTS 

Ward,  Miss  Maud  

£53 

6 

7 

The  Following  Endow>(ents  were  made  to  the 

Institute 

DURING  THE  year  * — 

Talking  Books  Department 

C 

5. 

d. 

Tandy,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Maude  

£13 

13 

10 

Little,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  

720 

7 

2 

The  Robert  Noble  Beciuo^t  ... 

242 

13 

0 

East  Grlnstead 

— 

C 

s. 

d. 

£963 

0 

2 

fuby,  Mrs.  Fannv  

100 

0 

0 

Mann,  Mrs.  Alice  Margaret 

971 

18 

3 

East  Grlnstead 

£1,071 

18 

3 

Bradbury,  Eliza  and  John  Frederick 

£751 

0 

9 
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UNIFIED  COLLECTING  AGREEMENTS 
STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1945 
NET  AMOUNT  AVAILABLE  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 


O « VI, 

(a)  From  Areas  worked  by  National  Institute  for  tlie  Blind  152,501  18  4 

(b)  From  Areas  worked  by  Other  Participating  Societies, 

including  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind  ...  25,70(5  10  I 


/1 78,208 

14 

5 

DISTRIBUTED  AS  FOLLOWS 

f 

s. 

d. 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind 

.50,. -{(k 

0 

4 

National  Library  for  the  Blind 

13,188 

15 

10 

Other  Participating  Societies  (,9ee  6e/oa') 

..  114,775 

18 

3 

4178,208 

14 

5 

ANALYSIS  OF  AMOUNTS  DISTRIBUTED  TO  OTHER  PARTICIPATING  SOCIETIES 

BERKSHIRE— 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society  

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE— 

Buckinghampbire  Association  for  the  Blind 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE— 

Cambridgeshire  Society  for  the  Blind  

CHESHIRE— 

Chester  and  District  Blind  Welfare  Society 

Macclesfield  Society  for  the  Blind 

Stockport  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb 

Wallasey  Blind  Welfare  Committee  ...  

CORNWALL— 

Comvrall  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

DEVON— 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Home  for  the  Blind,  Torr  

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind, 

Plymouth  ...  

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 

DORSET— 

Dorset  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 

DURHAM— 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind  

ESSEX— 

Essex  County  Association  for  the  Blind 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE— 

Bristol  Royal  Blind  Asylum  and  Workshops  

Gloucester  (City)  Society  for  the  Blind  

Gloucester  County  Association  for  the  Blind  

HAMPSHIRE— 

Bournemouth  Blind  Aid  Society 

Southampton  .Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

HEREFORDSHIRE— 

Herefordshire  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 

HERTFORDSHIRE— 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind 

ISLE  OF  MAN— 

Manx  Blind  Welfare  Society  

LANCASHIRE— 

•Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge,  Dukinfield  and  District 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 

Catholic  Blind  Asylum  

Liverpool  Workshops  for  the  Blind 
Preston  Industrial  Institute  and  Homes  for  the  Blind 
Oldham  Blind  Persons  Act  Committee 
St.  Helens  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind 


C 

s. 

d. 

LINCOLNSHIRE— 

i 

s. 

d. 

2,048 

8 

9 

Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society  ... 

1,188 

12 

2 

Grimsby  Society  for  the  Blind  

541 

6 

1 

Kesteven  Blind  Society 

1,317 

5 

5 

2,961 

5 

8 

Lincoln  Blind  Society 

629 

3 

10 

Linds'fy  Blind  Society 

3,473 

8 

5 

NORFOLK— 

1,602 

18 

4 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind  ... 

6,166 

1 

8 

NORTHUMBERLAND— 

4,493 

19 

0 

Newcastle  Agencies  for  the  Blind  ... 

5,482 

17 

9 

589 

6 

11 

NORTH  WALES— 

1,253 

2 

4 

North  Wales  Society  for  the  Blind 

725 

16 

5 

50 

0 

0 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE— 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Nottingham 

684 

11 

8 

3,587 

17 

2 

OXFORDSHIRE— 

Oxford  (City  and  County)  Society  for  the  Blind 

2.140 

2 

6 

SOMERSET— 

2,753 

8 

10 

Bath  Society  for  the  Blind 

811 

2 

7 

60 

0 

0 

Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

2,660 

7 

0 

2,518 

15 

4 

SUFFOLK— 

1,989 

6 

1 

Ipswich  Blind  Society  ...  

628 

3 

5 

West  Suffolk  Voluntary  Blind  Committee  

1,187 

17 

11 

959 

2 

7 

SURREY— 

Surrey  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 

3,017 

5 

2 

410 

6 

4 

SUSSEX— 

Eastbourne  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  

178 

16 

0 

Hastings  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind  

328 

13 

4 

3,703 

16 

I 

West  Sussex  .Association  for  the  Blind  

1,939 

13 

4 

WILTSHIRE— 

5,686 

10 

0 

W'^iltshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind 

3,430 

19 

6 

657 

7 

10 

5,059 

10 

7 

YORKSHIRE— 

Cleveland  and  South  Durham  Institute  for  the  Blind 

2,029 

11 

2 

Colne  and  Holme  Valley  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee... 

266 

12 

4 

4 

Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Association  for 

484 

2 

4 

the  Blind 

992 

0 

3 

1 ,841 

19 

1 

Goole  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

171 

6 

11 

Halifax  Society  for  the  Blind  

834 

6 

11 

Harrogate  and  District  Society  for  the  Blind  

682 

13 

9 

1,158 

5 

3 

Huddersfield  and  District  Blind  Society  

790 

1 

9 

Keighley  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind 

851 

4 

9 

Leeds  Voluntary  Welfare  of  the  Blind  Committee 

3,884 

7 

5 

5,755 

19 

11 

North  Riding  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

445 

6 

10 

Rawmarsh,  Dalton  and  Thrybergh  Blind  Welfare 

308 

8 

0 

Committee  ...  

290 

4 

7 

Rotherham  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the 

Blind  

542 

10 

5 

Saddleworth  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee 

84 

5 

9 

827 

9 

10 

Scarborough  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  ... 

278 

9 

0 

496 

6 

0 

Selby  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

192 

15 

1 

9,926 

1 

3 

Settle  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  

289 

14 

4 

1,285 

1 1 

2 

Thome  Local  Blind  Persons  Committee  ... 

119 

19 

10 

703 

0 

9 

Waketield  and  District  Institution  for  the  Blind 

969 

0 

11 

529 

6 

6 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind 

827 

9 

9 

£114,775  IS  3 
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Total,  as  above 


THE  BLIND  COMMUNITY 
Some  Facts  and  Figures 


OK  the  past  four  years  tire  National  Institute  has  i 
presented  a brief  annual  analysis  of  the  blind  j 
population  in  l•;npland  and  Wales,  in  mder  that  j 
readers  ot  the  Report  may  see  the  Institute's  work  , 
aitainst  the'  background  of  the  blind  public  whom  it 
seeks  in  various  ways  to  s-erve.  -The  statement  is 
based  upon,  the  .statistical  returns  of  the  Mini.stry  of 
Health,  for  the  year  previous  to  that  covered  by  the 
Keport. 

Population  Numbers 

In  March,  1114:!,  there  .were  7(1, .a07  registered  blind 
persons,  of  whom  7h,,S:i;{  were  resident  in  England, 
and  5,074  in  Wales  and  Monmouth,  In  March,  1 1144, 
the  total  figures  were  70,145,  of  whom  5,553  were  in 
the  Wales/Monmoutli  group.  The  blind  population  ' 
in  England  had  thus  fallen  by  241  ; the  figure  is  too 
small  for  any  dogmatic  conclusion  to  be  drawn,  but  it 
suggests  that  we  have  either  already  passed,  or  nearly 
reached,  the  peak  population  figure  since  systematic 
registration  began.  'ITie  fall  in  Wales  from  5,074  to 
5,553  is  rather  surprisingly  large. 

Once  more,  owing  to  special  (lifficulties,  one  Local 
.‘\uthority  failed  to  supply  complete  figures.  Bombing, 
evacuation ■ and  return  to  areas  previously  evacuated, 
have  no  doubt  added  to  the  difficulties  of  compiling 
accurate  statistics  during  the  war  years. 

Age  Groups  of  the  Blind 

In  last  year’s  statement,  it  was  asserted  that  about 
411  per  cent,  of  the  total  blind  population  were  over 
70  years  of  age,  and  about  77  per  cent,  over  50.  In  the 
present  tables  those  over  70  are  very  slightly  increased 
(rather  over  41  per  cent.)  and  those  over  50  are  again 
'77  per  cent  ..  

The  number  of  children  registered  as  blind  under 
one  year  is  8 — a welcome  decline  from  the  1 3 registered 
in  10,43.  With  the  end  of  the  war,  too,  it  may  thank- 
fully be  recorded  that  only  a small  number  of  children 
lost  their  sight  by  enemy  action. 

Ages  at  which  Blindness  Occurred 

In  the  survey  given  last  year,  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  table  giving  the  age  at  which  blindness 
occurred,  if  compared  with  similar  tables  in  other  years, 
showed  a gradual  but  steady  fall  In  the  number  of 
those  whose  blindness  dates  from  infancy.  In  1943 
out  of  76,507  blind  persons,  10,347  lost  their  sight  in 
the  first  five  years  o'!  life  : in  1044  out  of  76,145  such 
persons,  10,392  belong,  to  this  group. 

Children  of  School  Age 

'fhere  were  in  March,  1944,  1,376  children  of  school 
age  (5 — 16),  an  increase  of  21  over  the  1943  total.  Of 
the  1,108  normal  children  in  the  group,-  914  are  in 
schools  for  the  blind,  52  at  other’ schools,  and  142  not 
at  school.  Last  year  the  comment  was  made  that  out 
of  a possible  school  population  of  1,355,  the  fact  tliat 
129  children  were  not  at  school  was  disquieting; 
the  position  is  still  unsatisfactory.  That  12  per  cent, 
of  the  physically  and  mentally  sound  blind  children  of 
this  country  can  - still  slip  through  the  meshes  of  an 
cdticational  net  now  more. than  half  a century  old  needs 
more  explanation  than,  the  rather  too  facile  one  of 
war-time  conditions. " 
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Secondary  Education  and  Industrial  and  Professiona 
Training 

The  number  of  blind  children  receiving  secondary 
education 'in  1944  shows  an  increase  of  25  over  the 
1943  figure  of  63.  while  the  number  of  those  receiving 
professional  or  university  training  has  .slightly  fallen 
■from  49  to  44.  Kersons  in  training  for  employment 
in  workshops  or  home  workers'  schemes  have  also 
slightly  ilocliiied,  the  figure  for  1943  being  642,  and 
that  for  1944  being  629. 


Employment 

The  blind  in  employment  in  1943  were  8,322,  and 
as  might  be  expected  the  number  rose -.in  1944;  it 
was  then  8,819,  an  increase  of  488.  Those  employed 
in  workshops  increased  by  18.  home  workers  fell,  by 
42,  and  the  number  of  those  " otherwise  employed  ” 
ro^se  by  512.  Once  again,  as  in  last  year’s  survey,  it 
is^safe  to  conclude  that  most  ot  the  512  recorded  as 
“ otherwise  employed  ” found  work  in  war  factories 
side -by  side  w-ith  the  seeing. 

Reference  was  made  last  year  to  Ministry  of  Health 
returns  of  Workshop  .-\ccounts  for  1942.  Similar 
returns  are  now  available  for  1943,  and  are  encouraging. 
'rRe  number  of  workshop  employees  shows  a fall  from 
,3,227  to  3,961,  but  productive  wages  increased  from 
;^165,768  to  ,£193,145,  'Ihe  profit  or  loss  in  individual 
: workshops-.-  which  ranged  from  £49  profit  to  £75.  loss 
in  1942,  is  given  as  £95  profit  to  £49  loss  in  1943. 


Newly  Registered' Blind 

The  newly  registered  blind  in  1944  16, 1 10)  showed  a 
fall  of  969  ; of  these,  just  under  700  fall  into  the  over-70 
. age  group,  and  266  into  the  50-70  group.  T here  is  an 
increase  of  16  in  the  .5-21  group. 


Unemployable  Blind 

These -number  64,213  in  1944,  as  against  64,979 
in  1943.  It  is  certain  that  some  of  the  766  compri.sed 
in,  -the  fall  have  been  absorbed  into  industrx-.  The 
total  includes  5)601  persons  in  institutions  of  -various 
kinds.  That  those  in  Public  .-Vssistance  Institutions 
total  nearly  3,000  blind  persons  as  contrasted  yyith  less 
than  1,200  in  Homes  for  the  Blind  still  emphasises 
the  need  jfor  more  Homes  xvhere  the  aged  blind,  who 
are  mentally  normal,  may  end  their  days  in  congenial 
, surroundings. 

Home  Teaching  Service 

The  number  of  home  teachers  has  remained  practi- 
, cally  unchanged  592  as  compared  with  500  in  1943. 
In  spite  of  the  general  fall  in  the  blind  population, 
the  number  of  those  oyer  70.  years,  of  age  inc'rease'd 
in  1944  by  just  over  409,  and  it  is  this  group  which 
■ makes  the.  most  insistent  demands  upon  the  home 
. teacher's  serxdce.  Handicrafts  may,  for  lack  of  material, 
]ilay  a smaller  part  in  her  day’s  work,  but  her.ta^k  does 
- not  therefore  grow  less.  Each  new  amenity  provided 
for  the  blind  increases  her  responsibilities,  and  the 
services  she  can  render  are  continually  expanding. 


Telephone  : EUSTON  5251 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
224-6-8  Great  Portland  Street 
London,  W.  I. 
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